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PRACTICAL METHODS OF 

SEWAGE DISPOSAL 

FOR 

RESIDENCES. HOTELS AND INSTITUTIONS 


CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTORY 

Thr problem of sewage disposal for a single house difTers 
from the corresponding problem for a city chiefly in two ways: 
first, because in the city it is becoming, if it has not, indeed, 
already become, a necessity, and city authorities, though some¬ 
what reluctantly, are willing to grant the necessary appropria¬ 
tion to secure engineering advice which will solve the problem 
in a scientific as well as economic fashion. In the case of a 
single house, whether a farm-house or a villa, the necessity of 
employing competent engineering advice has not been generally 
recognized, and no attempt has been made to solve the problem 
of sewage disposal in a scientific manner. 

Cesspools have been considered the only way of caring for 
sewage in places where a running stream was not available, or 
where attempts were made to protect such a stream from 
pollution, and while, in these last few years, crude attempts have 
been made to utilize die so-called septic tank, such attempts 
have generally been so unintelligent that the results have been 
anything but satisfactory. Since it has been understood that 
insects, such as flies and mosquitoes, play an important part 
1 I 
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in the transmission of disease, the danger of overllowing eessptH^H 
and of open ditches in which stagnant sewage is present, has 
been appreciated; also the higher standards of living whulj have 
made themselves felt throughout the rural ettnunuiiity have 
demanded in farm-houses and country homes sanitary con 
veniences which have hitherto been wanting. 

Gradually every house is using more and nmre water for 
various purposes, and living eonditions, which in the pn^t tolt*r 
ated a scanty supply drawn from a pump, are no longer entluretl, 
The increased water supply and the demands of e,\ti‘iided 
plumbing mean a greater amount of sewage so great an amount 
that, in many cases, soils whi('h could receive and tligest the 
waste waters from houses .supplied by wells are elogged uiul 
made impervious by this greater amount. 

Further, the danger to wells from the infiltration of cess|Krols 
is more feared, and it is understood as never before that in ortler 
to maintain the highest degree of health in a family the drinking- 
water used must be above susiiicion and not suliject to con¬ 
taminating influences in the vicinity. 

Again, communities are being aroused to the inlrinHic value 
of maintaining streams in a pure condition—partly because of 
the value of fish and ice coming from the streams themselves, 
and partly on the broad ground tlmt watercourses belong to the 
country as a whole, and must be kept pure for the sake of succeed¬ 
ing generations, not spoiled for them on account of the selfish- 
ness of a few at the present time. 

Thus it is that to-day the problem of sewage disposal, while 
arousing general interest, is recogni^xxi as one which require! 
more than the common sense of an average person, that the 
force and principles involved are understood to be not those 
m common use, and that, for successful disposal of sewage, 
special knowledge and judgment are required. 


INTRODUCTORY 


3 


^ Whutfver the character of the sewage and whatever the kind 

of soil available for treatment, the method of dealing with 
sewage most obvious to most i^eople has been to discharge the 
sewage directly Into the nearest watercourse. This has been 
^ the practice {)f cities as well as of individual houses in the past, 

and the practice is very difficult to check because of the econ¬ 
omy nf this method of disposal. In many cases there is no ol)jec- 
tion to this method, and where a large stream is availal)le, 
where no use is made further downstream of the waters for 
drinking purposes, and where the volume of water in the stream 
is sufficient to dilute the sewagt' to a point where no odors or 
oljjeetitmuble appearances result, it would seem most uneco¬ 
nomical to adopt any more complicated method of disijosal than 
by simply carrying the outfall pipe into the main bed of the 
St ream. 

In New York State, and in a number of other Stales, the 
number of which is continually increasing, such direct discharge, 
however, is not permitted by law except under certain conditions. 
In New York State it is required that any house, butter or 
cheese factory, manufacturing establishment, or village shall 
obtain the permission of the State Commissioner of Health 
before such a method of discharge be adopted, and in order to 
tffitain this permission it must be definitely shown that the 
conditions of the stream are such that no reasonable objection 
to this methwl could be urged. 'Fhe policy of the various Depart¬ 
ments of Health In the United States is gradually becoming 
more and more rigorous in the matter of prohibiting the dis¬ 
charge of crude sewage into watercourses, and it is wise to make 
very sure that the discharge of sewage into streams is above the 
suspicion of a nuisance before adopting this as a suitable method. 
« Rather would it seem better to provide for some method of treat¬ 

ment and allow only purified sewage to go into the stream 
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than to run the risk of being forced in a ft'w years tt> rertUD 
struct the entire line of outfall pipe, with perhaps an entire 
reconstruction of the plumbing within the lu)us(‘. 

The problem of treatment is the tjuestion ol so modify ing 
the character of a large volume of dirty water that it shall neitlu r 
injure the quality of any drinking-water into whu h it ma\ bt 
discharged, nor cause objectionable odors, nor preseiif tiis 
agreeable appearances in any body of water inlt) wliidt it may 


be emptied. 

In order to properly understand a reasomdde method td 
treatment some consideration must be given to the ctanposi 
tion of sewage. This is chiefly water with which is mixed a small 
amount of animal, vegetable, and mineral matter. Rtnighly 
speaking, the amount of mineral dirt is altout one (ablesjuninfu! 
to a barrelful of water, and the combined amount animal am! 
vegetable matter amounts to another tablespoonful. It seems 
almost impossil)le that so .small a ciuantity of organic mattt*r 
as one tablespoonful in a barrel of water ct)uld cause olTtutse 
in any way, and yet engineers, city oflieials, and houselujhlers 
know by bitter experience that, when si)read out on the surfat e 
of the ground or when allowed to stand in pools, water so pol 
luted will undergo putrefaction resulting in most disagreeable 
odors and in complete stagnation. The problem of sewage 
treatment, then, consists in removing from the barrelful of water, 
the tablespoonful of organic dirt, whether aninud or vegetahle, 
in such a way that no odors shall be occasioned by tin* process 
and at the same time so that the cost of the process may he a 
reasonable one. 

Unfortunately, the greater part of this organic matter i» in 
solution, dissolved, like salt in water, so that, though undeniably 
present, it must be removed by some process more complicated 
and less obvious than that of simple straining. It would he 
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comparatively simple if the polluting substances remained 
floating or suspended in the water. Then they could be strained 
out through a fine sieve or settled out in a tank, either with 
or without the aid of chemicals. But for particles in solution, 
straining, by itself, is useless and, while in large plants frequent 
use is made of sieves as a complement to the main process of 
purification, in small plants it is of so little value as hardly 
to deserve consideration. 

Another factor enters to lessen the value of the use of screens 
or sieves in an installation for a single house. A great deal 
of the organic matter found in sewers requires both agitation and 
time for its subdivision into particles small enough to be acted 
upon in any process of purification adopted. If a screen is used, 
large particles of putrescible matter are held on the screen 
since not enough time h|LS existed to break down their mass, 
and thus the screen itself becomes a most emphatic disturbance 
and a most objectionable feature of the purification plant. 

For efficient purification, therefore, some method of reducing 
and modifying the character of organic solids, particularly those 
in solution, must be selected. In seeking a method by which 
this may be accomplished, scientific men found years ago that 
this very process was being carried on continually by natural 
forces, although at a very slow rate of purification. All organic 
matter, however formed and wherever present, is subject to 
the natural forces of decay. Fruits, vegetables, and meats 
of all kinds, exposed to the air, rapidly lose their original char¬ 
acter and form and in the course of time disappear entirely. 
Except for this provision of nature, the accumulation of organic 
wastes since the beginning of the earth’s occupation by human 
beings would be so great that the earth would be uninhabitable 
on account of the deposits of waste matter which would have 
formed by this time. Nature, then, recognizes the need of dis- 
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posing of organic wastes, and her method is the one which 
apparently must be followed l)y human beings if suc'i*essfnl 
treatment is to be seeiirc'd. 

Only a few decades ago, it was found that this process of 
decay was due to the activity of very small organisms kmnvn as 
bacteria, and their agcmcy was provt'd by expi'riments which 
showed that if vegetables or meat wert' kept fri*e from bacltahi, 
no decay, fermentation, or putrefaction took placta It was 
proved that the air itself was not responsible because in certain 
experiments air was allowed to enter through a hltering nnalium 
fme enough to strain out the bacteria and no decay took plact% 
although oxygen and air were both freely admitted. It is well 
understood by the housewife that fruits ctm be kept indefntitely 
if they are cooked sufUciently to kill any bacteria presetit tiinl 
then scaled inbacteria-free, air-tight jars. Whtm such preserves 
spoil, it is because some bacteria were kdl in the jar or httve 
since been admitted through tin imperfetl top. When decay is 
allowed to proceed, the obvious re.siilt is, first of all, ;i .softening 
of the material, as in the case of a rotten apple, a lh|uefatlh»n, 
as it is more technically known. Following that part {)f the 
process is a gradual breaking down of the material, the re,sidiii* 
being of an earthy character which i.H assimilated Ijy the sen! 
into which it falls. 

The bacteria required for the putrefaetlcm of organic matter 
are among the most widely distrihuled of all the micro organisms. 
They are always found in the tur, exet'pt on mountain tops, 
in deserts, and over the ocean. They are very luimerous in 
surface waters, such as streams and ponds, and their relative 
number everywhere increases as the annaml (sf organic matter 
increases, so that the greater the need for them the greater 
is their number. It has been found that the great majority 
of these bacteria recpiire air for their energetic development, 
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and this fact is most important when it comes to the practical 
construction of a piece of apparatus for making use of these 
bacteria. It has also been found that, for several reasons, 
these bacteria work most effectively in the soil and can take care 
of a larger quantity of organic matter there than elsewhere. This 
is partly because in the surface layers of the soil, particularly 
where that soil has been cultivated, a great number of the 
particular bacteria involved in decay are always to be found. 
Pure, clean sand from the desert contains almost none of these 
beneficent bacteria. Rich garden soil is fairly teeming with 
them, so that, curiously, the more organic matter and the more 
bacteria present in any soil, the more active that soil will be in 
taking care of other organic matter. 

Then, again, the soil particles, particularly in sandy soil, 
are so separated as to allow between them a certain and appre¬ 
ciable amount of air, and by means of this air the activity of 
the bacteria is made continuous and the products of their activity 
utilized. Without such an admission of air, the bacteria are 
choked and diminish rapidly in numbers. There is, however, a 
definite degree of purification and a certain quantity of organic 
matter which can be taken care of by the bacteria incident to any 
particular soil. Up to that quantity purification proceeds 
more or less satisfactorily according to the intelligence shown in 
feeding the bacteria in such a way as suits their convenience. 
If, however, that quantity be exceeded, all purification stops, 
the bacteria are apparently discouraged, and no further improve¬ 
ments can be expected. A fine-grained soil will not be so useful 
as a coarse-grained soil because the former does not allow 
sufficient air in the interstices of its soil particles. Another 
practical reason for not making use of soils of fiine grains is that 
such soils can absorb only a small amount of liquid because 
of the mechanical construction of the material. On the other 
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hand, soils whose grains are too coarse are undesirable because 
their mechanical construction is such that the li(iuids containing 
organic matter in solution pass through so rapidly that time 
enough is not given for bacterial action. 

As a result of the principles just enumerated, it may In* 
said that there are three distinct and essential comlitions for 
the successful disposal of sewage through the s(»il. 'Fhese t!in*e 
conditions arc, first, a rate of application suitable to the soil 
which it is proposed to use; second, an interrupted or inter 
mittent delivery of the sewage so that the bacteria can oldain, 
between consecutive doses of sewage, the ntH'essary amount of 
oxygen for their own preservation and well-being; and, thirtl, 
a resting period in which is carried forward that intimate associa¬ 
tion between the partly decomposed organic matter and the 
oxygen or air present in the pores of the siiil by which the final 
oxidation is obtained. 

The rate of application varies, as already imiii'atetl, witli the 
size of particles found in the soil, and it should also vary with 
the purification desired. The larger the particli*s, the higher may 
be the rate of ai>p]ication, but less efficient will be the process. 
With grains of sand as fine as 1/200 of an inch, and with a rate 
of application not greater than five gallons per scjuare yurt! of 
surface per day, filtration through such an area has been provetl 
to be capable of removing from the foulest sewage all the titijec* 
tionahle material and converting the liiiuid into what is an 
equivalent of the purest spring water. If the rate appropriate 
to this particular soil is exceeded, the elTicieney decreases, and 
the unmistakable and inevitable result is to stop all purification 
and convert the filter into a stagnant cesspool If, to take the 
other extreme, the soil particles are Increased until they are 
as large as hen’s eggs, then, if the rate of application is not 
greater than 200 gallons per square yard of surface per day, 
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and if the method and rate of application are suitable to this 
large amount, the resulting eilliient is sufficiently freed from its 
objectionable matter so that the liquid can be turned into any 
!)ody of water without daiiger of odors or other nuisance. If 
this rate is exceeded, or i| the method of aiiplication is not 
candully considered, the re^^ing eflluent is foul in the extreme 
and the process itself becom€ii'a niiis4nce. 

It can be seen by this brief explanatiim that it is not possible 
to assign any particular rate of applicatiori' to any particular 
kind of treatment, since in all the methods of purification which 
have been worked out considerable variation in the details of 
that particular method have been practised. It will lie possible, 
thi'refore, in succeeding chapters to indicate by the size of filters 
recommended only limiting or average valut‘S for rates of 
imrification, since those rates are always dependent upon other 
fuelors than the particular method being discussed. It must 
it 

whatever, and through which it is impossible for sewage to make 
its way. Such soils are not available for sewage purification, 
and, no matter how small the rate or how careful the method 
of application, such areas will fail to produce any practical 
purification. Soils like day, peat, and fine water-deposited silt 
are of this sort. C'lay .soils may sometimes become pulverized 
by cultivation so that they will ultimately be able to take 
cart* of a moderate amount of sewage. In such a case it is possible 
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per day depending uiwn the size ef particles in tlie bed, I'hcre 
has been a general principle estubiisheii tliat the hi/.i‘ nt thcM* 
doses ought to be smaller as the size of the imrtiiles im leases, 
so that, whereas in the case of sand beds the total tluily dost* 
is usually divided into from one it) three parts ami each part 
delivered onto the bed with an appropriate interval, in the 
case of coarser materials used h>r sprinkling lilters. the time 
interval between doses is much reduced and in staue installatit»tis 
recently constructed in England that interval has been nuaisiireti 
in seconds. The variations in the rate of flow of sewagt* tmto 
any fdter, however, are so great that any such ret|inrenient as 
designing discharging apparatus to work at intervals t)f a few 
seconds is useless, and if as small an interval as one minute is 
provided for the coarsest material for the maximum rale td ilow 
at any time of the day, the installation will probably be sue 
cessful for the lesser rates occurring at other timi*H of the tiay. 
As an indication of the way in which this motliliealion is imnie. 
it is customary, when the size of soil particles is that of imas, 
to make the interval between successive discliarges almut one 
hour, so that the dose applied at any one time would !w e{|ual Ijj 
1/24 of the daily volume. With gravel filling, the particlei being 
the size of English walnuts, the interval between dotes is short¬ 
ened to five minutes, and the amount of any one dose is thus made 
about 1/280 of the total daily volume. With the coar.Her filling, 
as when a size as large as hen’s eggs is used, the interval would 
be cut down to about one minute. It should lie added that the 
intervals last mentioned are characteristic only of some devices 
used for dosing sprinkling filters and that there is a wide diver 
gence of practice among engineers when dealing with any par¬ 
ticular size of sand or stone particles in all kinds of filter bids. 

The third requirement, namely, the occasional resting of 
the bed, is met by providing some additional area over that 
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theoretically required, so that the flow may be diverted from part 
to part of the total area (which is usually divided into beds for 
this purpose), and in this way each part is allowed, in turn, a 
period for resting. For example, if the required area be divided 
into two beds and a third bed added equal in area to one of the 
two and a regular rotation of dosing be practised, each bed would 
rest not only the time between the regular twelve-hour period 
dosing, but might also be given a complete rest, occasionally, 
for an extended period. This third requirement is probably less 
imperative with the coarser particles and there are many 
examples of coarse-grained beds which have been continuously 
operated for a period of years. It is found, however, that with 
such treatment clogging is inevitable, and that such clogging is 
partially relieved by a period of rest somewhat proportional 
to the length of time the beds have been operated. It is, then, 
only shortsighted policy to economize at the beginning and 
attempt to save money by not building an additional area, 
since the clogging of the whole plant is bound to occur in the 
course of time, and then another plant must be built or the 
material forming the bed taken out, washed, and replaced. 
Otherwise the sewage must go unpurified to the outfall while 
the bed is recovering from the long period of overwork. 

It is convenient to divide sewage purification into two 
processes, the preliminary process and the final, or finishing 
process, and, while the preliminary process, in itself, never 
accomplishes purification, yet it is of considerable value in facil- ' 
itating and increasing the rate and efiiciency of that purification. 
The most common preliminary treatment is sedimentation, by 
which the‘larger solids in suspension are allowed to settle in 
a tank or tanks so that the filter beds later used are relieved 
from the accumulation of those deposits. Under the name of 
septic tank such a receptacle for suspended solids has been 
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explaiUnl as a amiplde iiicthut! uf iniriluatiHii. aiul iiuiuy 
underground tanks have been eunstnut^Hl in varhnis puji^ td 
tlie country which have, at the time itl their iiotallatton. iu-{*n 
considered competent to furnish all tlie neeessiry puriluation. 
When it is remembered that less than t»ne half t>l the »>rgante 
matter in sewage is in suspension ami that the lirst roults in 
any sort of a tank succeed in tlepositing only one half ol tlaiH* 
vsuspended solids, it can readily he seen that a tank. whefluT 
called septic or settling, cannot he a complete method of ire.tt 
ment. In reidity, such a lank dites little nuTi* than lake out 
from the sewage the greasy material ami a certain pri»poiilt»n of 
the suspended matter. Whatever part ttf this is organic matter 
may, by a particular arrangemetit of the tatik, be ctnisideraldy 
reduced in quantity, so that the intervals t>f cleaning <an be 
extended, but in every tank the removal ttf the tleposlls is 
necessary, and subsetiiient treatment ks retjuiret! if inletjiiate 
purification is accomplished. 

The final, or finishing, process may be carrietl tmt nrcttrtling 
to any one of several methods. It may be done by titw iiarging 
the tank cflluent into a system of agricultural tlruins laiti just 
below the surface of the ground, called sub«.Hurface irrigation 
It may be done by removing the top soil from a bed of sand 
placed by nature, and needing little except suitable surface 
distribution to insure the most efficient purification. 

For a small plant, instead of a sand filter, for which the 
sand is found naturally in a suitable location, an artiiidal hltcr 
may be built by preparing an enclo.sure and carting In sum! for 
hlling. 

Where no sand is availalile, or where its use would he uneco- 
.nomical, broken stone may be used to ensure final treatment. 
With stone, on account of its large voids, the emiosure nuiHt 
either be watertight, and the outlet pipe must be provided with 
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a valve or other device so that the sewage under treatment may 
be held in the enclosure or tank long enough to deposit the solids 
in suspension and to be acted on by the bacteria concerned. 
1 'his method is known as the contact bed treatment. Or, fi¬ 
nally, the desired re.sults may be obtainetl by spraying the sewage 
onto a deep layer of broken stone, the method being called 


the sprinkling filter treatment. 

'fhe choice of the final treatment, in any particular case, 
depends on the character and slope of the ground, on the avail¬ 
ability and cost of sand or of broken stone, and on the amount 
of sewage to be treated. It is hoped tluit the following pages 
will give to the reader both an intelligent aiipreciation of the 
advantages and disadvantages of each of the several methods of 
sewage purification discussed, and also sufficient insight into the 
necessary details of construction so that the method chosen 
can be put into successful operation. 


CHAP'J'KR U 

THE SETTLING TANK AND ITS CONSTRUCTION 

As has been stated, a most eflVelive preliininuiy step in the 
treatment of sewage is to pass it tlmnigh a propt‘rl\‘ designed 
settling tank in order that the grosstn* soluis and stispentled 
matters as far as possible may he deptisited tlieri* and tinally 
disposed of separately from the litpnd sewage. 'Uns partial 
removal of the suspended matters, anunmting to alnmt fifty pier 
cent, in well-designed and carefully operated tanks, very mate 
rially aids in the final treatment of sewagt* on fdters or on snb. 
surface irrigation areas by preventing clogging of the lilters i»r 
of the piping in the irrigation system. 

In connection with the larger settling tanks for hotels or 
institutions, it is sometimes advisable to pass thi* sewage first 
through a screen chamber before it Is discharged Into the 
settling tank, in order that the grosser suspeniled solids inay be 
collected more easily than from the tank; l)Ul, ns has been 
pointed out, screening of sewage is not necessary at small dis^ 
posal plants, and in fact is not generally advisable owing to the 
continual labor involved in removing and dispo.sing of the 
screenings, and no description of screening iilants will therefore 
be given. 

The old method of discharging sewage and house wastes into 
loose-walled cesspools on all occasions and under all sorts of 
conditions is rapidly changing, as is desirable. True, in certain 
locations, where ample area is available, where the soil is riry 
and porous, and where neither springs nor wells nor the soil near 
dwellings will be contaminated Ihereliy, ce.sspool8 may be saftdy 
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used. In other locations a small cxiumditurc ttf tiim* ami money 
will provide the means l)y which nature's processt's of roitniitm 
of the organic matter in sewage may ht* carrii‘d tin much mt»re 
efficiently and .satisfactorily than ever can In* tlu* case in a 
cesspool. 

The scheme for properly disposing of sewage at any point 
should therefore include its sedimentation in a settling tank of 
proper construction and ample capadty. whether its fmal treat 
ment is to be eiTected by sulrsurfact* irrigation, intermittent 
sand filtration, contact beds, or sprinkling filters. WlnTe t!u* 
sewage effluent is to be discharged into a stream or Innly of walt‘r 
of comparatively large Ilow or volume, and where that stream is 
not subsequently used as a potable water supply, it is sometimes 
permissible to subject the sewage to settling tank treatment 
only. Such partial treatment, however, sliouhl he arranged for 
only as a temporary measure, and the tank should fie so con¬ 
structed with respect to the elevation of adjacent areas that 
works for fmal treatment of sewagt*, when rt'iiuired, may he 
constructed as advantageously as possible. Moreover, in tlie 
more progressive States, as noted in Chapter I, tlie purity of 
streams is being carefully safeguarded, and the general tendency 
of public health officials is to reiiuire more complete treatment 
of sewage before its discharge into a watercourse than is accom* 
plished by settling tanks. 

The settling tank for residences and institutions, as shown 
in Tig. I, should have a capacity of from livi* tt> lilti*{‘n cubic 
feet for each person served by the sewer in order that proper 
time of detention in the tank may be allowed for the sedimenta¬ 
tion of the suspended matters in the sewage. 'Fhe depth of the 
tank should be from five to eight feet, and its width should 
generally be from one-third to onedialf the length. Fig, 2 shows 
a longitudinal section of the settling tank and siphon chamber. 





















18 PRACTICAL METHODS OF SliWAOE DISPOSAL 


The following table gives the dimeiisiuns of tanks which 
should be adopted to provide a proper time of tletention of 
sewage', based on the number of persons to In* served: 


TAHLIC I 

DlMISNSltSNS RW SeTOJKO 'PaNKS 


Persona Served liy Sewer. 


4 . 

8 ... 

12... 

IS. 

25 . 

35 . 

50 . 

75 . 

KX). 

125 . 

150. 

175. 

2CK). 

250—2 compartmcntB in tank.ciuli 
300—2 " " '' 

350—2 “ " 

400— 2 “ " “ 

450—2 “ " 

5tx)—2 “ “ “ 


Menu Insitlv 

Mr.ui ln»>i»lt^ 


Wliltli U<Vi‘ 0 . 

I.riiglli ll'i-! 1 ( 

it'i-rf !.♦ 

3 

4 

.5 

3 

7 

.S 

4 

7 S 

5 

4 

a 

5 

4 

m 

$ 

4.5 

0 

5 

6 

13 

.S 

fi 

15 

0 

7 

17 

6 

H 

17 s 

0 

H 

la 

h 

a 

3(1 

h 

a 

33 

h 

. 5.5 

IH 

h 


IK 5 

7 

(> 

m 

7 

6 

m 

H 

fj 

33 

K 

U 

34 

a 


* la indies greater limn detitU of srwuge. 


The dimensions of settling tanks given above provide for 
longer periods of detention in the case of the smaller tanks than 
in that of the larger, an excess which is necessary on account ai 
the greater huctuation in the flow of sewage reaching the smaller 
tanks. The larger tanks may be belter and more conveniently 
operated if they arc divided by a longitudinal partition wall ns 
shown by Fig. 3, and arranged for in the table for tanks serving 
250 or more persons. This provision is not so necessary in the 
case of the smaller tanks, especially if they are to be installed 
at summer resorts or country homes occupied for only a few 
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months in the summer. If, however, the tanks are tn he t^perate*} 
continuously they may have two ehamhms hn* greater eunvo 
niencc in removing sludge. 'I'he llow througli tme emupartnamf 
may then be stopped by closing a valve placed m the inlet 
pipe to that compartment, or by iasertiitg one of flu* slop 
planks or sluices in a diverting chamber, as shtnvn in Mg. at 
the left of the tank and inserting a ten incli lunird in the gtattive 
over the outlet weir wall of the compartment to be cleanetl. 1‘he 
entire llow of sewage is then passetl through the ttther compart 
ment while the first is being ('leaned. I'his division of the 
tank into two compartments Ls sometimes dc'^irable tn the 
case of the smaller tanks and may easily be accomplished. For 
instance, instead of a tank 6 feet by o feet, two (‘ompartments 
may be arranged for, each 3 feet 6 inches by 10 feet; and 
instead of a tank 8 feet by 20 feet, two eomptirtmenls may be 
constructed, each 5 feet wide and i6 hwt long. 

I he settling tank should lie located as far as conveniently 
possible from the dwelling, and especially from any wells or 
springs, in order that leakage of sewage, which may alway.s occur, 
will not lead to the contamination of a water suiiply or of the 
soil near the residence, It may not be possible in every ease 
to locate such tanks more than fifty feet away from the huust* 
or from the well, but the distance should never he leas than this, 
and when located at this minimum distance from the dwelling 
or from a well, especial care should be used to make the tank 
wa ter-tight. 

The walls of the tank should preferably be construeied of 
SQSfirtste, although they may be built of brick or wood. The 
last material is often the cheape.st, and tanks constructed of 
lumber will last for several yeans without renewal. The concrete 
tank, however, is more easily made water-tight, and is a per¬ 
manent structure. The walla of the tank, when the height is less 
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than H or lo feet, should be 8 inches thick at the toi), an<l 
Khouhl have a butler on tlie inside of ij < inches per foot of height. 
If thi‘ tank is to be built with two compartments, the partition 
wall should Ijc lo or 12 inches thick at the top and should have 
a batter on both sides. 

I'he tank should generally be placed with its to[) at th(‘ 
level of the ground surface, and the sewer from the house should 
enter the end of the tank with its flow line or invert 12 inches 
below the top of the walls. 'I'he house sewer or drain should Inive 
a grade or fall of not less than 9 inches in 100 feet. Preferably, 
the sewer should be laid at the above minimum grade for at 
least 50 feet or so before it enters the tank in order to prevent 
e.xct'ssive velocity in the sewage flow' at this p<nnt. At the 
entrance lo the tank the sewer should be provided with an 
elbow so that the .smvtige will be discharged downward below the 
surface. Similarly, if an outlet pipe from the tank is used, as 
shown in Fig. this pipe should pass, through the wall at the 
outlet end of the tank, one foot below the top of the tank, and 
should also l)e provided with an elbow which will start from 
below the surface. 

\Mu*re a siphon is to he used lo discharge the eflliient from 
the tank {intt) a lllter {)r into a system of sul)-siirface tiling, 
the separate chamljer in which the si[)hon must be placed may 
he built us an extension of the settling tank so that the end wall 
of the .settling tank will serve us one of the walls of the siphon 
chamlter. 

The siphon chamber floor may be placed considerably above 
the level t)f the floor of the tank as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, 
sim‘e a suftlciently large quantity of effluent for dosing a Alter 
or a suh-surfaee irrigation system may be collected in the 
vhamher of rediu’ed depth thus pnmded. This shallower con¬ 
struction .saves exi-uvation and also reduces the operating head 
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or fall, which latter in sonulinii’s hanily t-ijual t(» tin* flrniamis 
of the subsequent treatment. 'The eapueily iietaietl in this 
chamber for dilTerent installations will be inven later in the 
discussion of sewage filters and sub surface irrigation Hysfejus. 

Having determined upon the dimensions of the tank and 
selected the site, the constructii>n is eommeneed by making 
the excavation about four h'et wiih'r and longm* than the tmtsiih* 
dimensions of the tank and .siphon Hiamber coinbineil. in ordi*r 
to provide room for .setting the forms for plating flie onurete, 
provided concrete is to be used in its eonsfruelitin. With brit k 
walls an additional width and length of two fetl is netnletl. 

Fig. 4 gives an illustration tif the forms to be ustnl in etm* 
structing the walls for eonerete tanks, the eut at tin* left showing 
a view of the form to be used when tlu* tank is tamstmeteti either 
partly or wholly above the natural grouml surface, tir below the 
surface in loose soils, and the cut at the right slewing a view 
of the form to be used when exeavation ftir the tank is made in 
rock, hardpan, or day. 'Hie toji witllh of the wall.s should be 
8 inches, and the bottom width should be K inches phm 
inches for each foot of height, dims, for a wall n feet higli the 
bottom width should be 17 inches, the insiile face of tlie wall 
having a batter of inches per foot of height. Tim batter is 
necessary, when the tank is eonslructed below thegrmiinl .sur 
face, to withstand the lateral earth pressure wlien the tank is 
empty. If the tank is to be eonstrucled above the ground 
surface, the outside wall should be battered and the Inside wall 
made vertical, since the pre.ssure which the wall must with¬ 
stand IS then only from the liquid within the lank. 1‘lu* parti¬ 
tion wall between the settling lank and siphon ehumber should 
be 10 or 12 Inches thick at the lop, ihqiending on its lieight, 
and should have a batter on both sides. 

To set up the forms for the coniTcte walls, 8takc.s a inches by 


faHtt‘ru*ti Hi llu‘ tt)p fjy a Hh«rt luiiliag |)it*ce to the outer row ,ho 
as ti> leave an tnaaiing of lo inehes between earh pair of sciinlling. 
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thick and 3 inches or 4 inches wide are nailed to these stakes, 
and to the upright and inclined scantling. One-inch boards 
are then lightly nailed to the scantling, as shown, the boards 
making up the inside face of the form being placed in sections of 
two feet in order to afford opportunity for thorough tamping of 
the concrete as the form is being filled. The concrete is then 
placed between the boarded sides of the form in 6~inch layers 
and well rammed. 

The concrete should be composed of one part by measure 
of Portland cement to two and a half parts of clean, shari> 
building sand and five parts of broken stone or clean gravel. 
The cement and sand should first be thoroughly mixed, while 
dry, to an even color and then wet and tempered to a soft mortar. 
The broken stone or gravel, after having first been thoroughly 
wet, should be spread evenly over the batch of mortar and the 
•mass shoveled over at least three times to insure a thorough 
coating of the stones with mortar. The concrete thus made may 
then be placed in the forms in six-inch depths and thoroughly 
rammed until water covers the surface. 

When it is essential that the tank be water-tight, and, in fact, 
in constructing all tanks, each layer of concrete should be 
placed between the forms, when possible, before the concrete 
in the layer previously placed has set. If the work of placing the 
concrete is of necessity interrupted, before placing another 
layer the surface of the older concrete should first be sprinkled 
and swept with a stiff broom and a thin coating of neat cement 
mortar (containing no sand) should then be washed over the 
surface of the concrete. 

It may be noted that a barrel of Portland cement (equal to 
four bags) contains 3.8 cubic feet, so for concrete with the 
proportions of cement, sand, and stone as specified above, for 
each barrel of cement used there should be used 9.5 cubic feet 
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of loose sand and 19 cubic feet of loose stone; and for each 
cubic yard of concrete recjuired there will be needed i .30 barrels 
(or 5.2 bags) of cement, 0.46 cubic yards of sand, and 0.92 cubic 
yards of stone if the stone is fairly uniform in size and contains 
forty-five per cent of voids. With stone or gravel less uniform in 
size, less cement and sand is reijuired. I'he cement and sand, 
made into mortar, will fill the voids or open spaces in the mass 
of broken stone. (For further details see Chapter VII.) 

As shown in the illustration (Fig. 4), the foot of each upright 
and inclined scantling should be placed at the proposed eleva¬ 
tion of the floor of the tank, and the boarding should not be 
carried below this level, d'hen, if the excavation for the wall 
has been carried to a level 6 or 8 inches lower than the 
floor of the tank, the concrete when being placed between the 
forms will spread under the bottom of the forms, making a footing 
for the wall on the outside and Ijetter insuring a water-tight 
joint when the floor is laid against the inside foot of the walls. 

In making the excavation for the tank, after reaching the 
proposed level for the floor a trench should be cut around the 
floor space to a depth of 6 to 8 inches below the floor level. 
The width of this trench should be such as to extend from 6 
to 8 inches inside and an equal distance outside the wall at the 
floor level. After the walls have been constructed as described, 
the forms should be left in place for at least 24 hours, to allow 
the concrete tt) set, and then removed. The excavation inside 
the walls should then be carried 6 inches below the floor level, 
the soil well tamped, and a 6-inch layer of concrete placed to 
form the floor of the tank. It is well to sprinkle all concrete 
daily until it has thoroughly set. 

If the type of siphon selected has a U-shaped pipe extending 
below the floor of the siphon chamber, it will be necessary to 
set the siiflmn in position while the floor is being laid and the 
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discharge pipe in position while the wall is being laid. The 
siphon should be so placed that the bottom of the bell over the 
longer leg is 3 inches above the floor of the siphon chamber 
or of the sump in the siphon chamber if such a depression is made 
in the construction of the floor. 

The floor of the tank should slope toward the inlet end 
at a rate of one-half inch per foot of length in order to facilitate 
the removal of sludge when the tank is l)eing cleaned. This will 
result in providing a somewhat greater depth at the inlet end 



of the tank than is shown by the tables, and a lesser depth at 
the outlet end, leaving the depth at the centre of the tank as 
shown. The inlet and outlet pipes to the tank, which should be 
of cast iron, should be placed in position through the forms 
while the walls are being laid. 

When it is desired to have an outlet pipe from the tank 
near the bottom (see pipe A, Fig. 5), for the purpose of drawing 
off the supernatant liquid, and so saving the labor of removing 
the liquid by pail when the tank is being cleaned, this pipe 
should be of cast iron, 4 inches in diameter and fitted with a valve 
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and valve rod placed outside the tank, and should also be placed 
in position during the construction of the tank. The valve rod, 
or stem, should reach to the surface of the ground through a 
3-inch pipe casing. The lower outlet pipe should be extended 
around the siphon chamber to discharge into the effluent pipe 
leading away from this chamber, when possible. This lower 
outlet pipe should leave the tank at least one foot above the floor 
and sometimes at a higher elevation, in order to discharge into 
the sewer leading to the irrigation field or to the filter. 

Pipe B in Fig. 5 shows a sludge pipe which may be laid to a 
suitable site for disposing of sludge from the tank when the 
slope of the land will permit the draining of the sludge by 
gravity into trenches or onto a sludge bed. This sludge pipe 
should be fitted with a valve and valve stem, and the valve 
may be inside the tank, as shown ini the illustration, or outside 
the tank, as shown on pipe A. If such an arrangement for dis¬ 
posing of sludge is possible, it is manifestly unnecessary to provide 
pipe A as shown in Fig. 5, since the supernatant liquid as well 
as the sludge may then be piped to a sludge bed or pit. This 
bed should be shallow, but of ample capacity to hold the entire 
contents of the settling tank. The sludge may then be drawn 
off about every six weeks, thereby operating the tank as a 
settling tank rather than as a septic tank. It will be found after 
scum of a certain thickness has formed on the surface of the 
sewage in the tank that the thickness will not materially 
increase. 

The roof of the tank should preferably be of concrete reen¬ 
forced with iron rods, although it may be of brick arches or of 
two-inch planking. The use of brick for the roof is not advisable, 
however, since the forms for the construction of the arches are 
rather difficult to make, and brick roofs are apt to-be broken 
down sooner or later through the action of frost. A wooden 
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roof, also, must be renewed at intervals and is not as satis¬ 
factory as a concrete roof. 

A section of a tank with a conertde roof is shown by Fig. 
together with the temporary form built up inside the tank on 



which to lay the roof. The form is built by setting 2-inch by 
4-inch scantling on wedges along the walls of the tank in pairs 
i8 inches apart and bracing these at the foot. Boards 
inches thick and lo inches wide are then nailed across the tank 
to the tops of the scantling, the top edges of the boards being 
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I inch below the top of the walls. A false roof is then made 
of boards nailed lengthwise of the tank to the lo-inch boards, 
and a layer of concrete 2 inches thick is then placed on the floor 
thus made, reaching over the top of the walls to the outside 
edges. Iron rods, % of an inch thick and spaced i foot apart, 
are then placed on the concrete across the tank and reaching 
to within i inch of the outside edges of the walls. More con¬ 
crete is then placed over the first layer to a total depth of 6 
inches or 8 inches, depending on the width of the tank, the 
concrete being well rammed as it is placed. After the concrete 
has set, the wedges may be knocked from under the upright 
scantling and the form taken down and removed through the 
manhole. The manhole covers and frames, as shown in the 
illustrations in Chapter III, may be cast at local foundries or 
purchased through sewer-pipe dealers. 

To provide manholes or openings through the roof into the 
tank and into the siphon chamber, round openings 2 feet in 
diameter should be cut in the false roof while it is being laid, 
the distance between the pairs of scanthng at this point being 
made 2 feet. The manhole frames should then be so placed 
that the flange or base of the frame will be imbedded to a depth 
of 2 inches in the roof when completed. The manhole at the 
entrance end of the tank should be located at one side of the 
entrance pipe and over the valve on the sludge pipe. To pro¬ 
vide the necessary opening through the concrete roof below the 
manhole frame, an eight-sided wooden form, as shown in Fig, 7, 
with an inner diameter of 2 feet and a height equal to 2^ inches 
less than the thickness of the roof, is placed over the opening in 
the false roof. On this wooden form the manhole frame is placed 
and the concrete laid around the form and over the flanges 
of the manhole frame. Two of the ^-inch iron rods should be 
placed across the tank close to each side of the wooden form 
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after the first 2-inch layer of the concrete roof has lietai 
placed. 

When it is desired to carry the manhole some tlistanci* ahox'c 


the level of the lop of the roof to provide for a rather deep 



earth covt'rinj^ for the lank, the 
eight-sided wooden form may lie 
made deepi'r as desiretl, and 
another largi'r. similar form built 
for the outside form of the 
necessary concrete manhoU‘ well. 
The space between the two forms 
may then be Ulled with con¬ 


crete and the manhole frame set on the octagonal-shaped wall 


thus formed. 


In order to insure a more uniform flow of sewage through 
the tank and thus reduce the velocity of flow in all portions 
to a minimum, bailie boards of 2-inch planks should be placed 
across the tank near the inlet pipe and near the outlet pipe, as 
shown in Fig. 5,, These boards are set in grooves formed in the 
concrete by nailing i-inch by 3-inch strips to the inside 
form when the tank wall is constructed. 'Fhese bailies also 
serve a useful purpose by reducing the disturbance of the scum 
as the sewage enters the tank and by preventing the escape of 
scum from the tank. 


The boards should extend to a depth of one foot below the 
inlet and outlet pipes, and should usually be placed 12 to 
18 inches from the ends of the tank. Where the eilluent 
from the tank is to be collected in a siphon chamber adjoining 
the tank, it is preferable to provide a weir or wall between the 
tank and the siphon chamber. The top of this wall should be 
one foot below the roof to allow the effluent to How over this 
wall from the tank into the siphon chamber. In this case no 
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outlet pipe from the tank is used, and the baffle boards should 
extend downward 12 inches below the level of the sewage in 
the tank. These baffle boards should be carried up to a level 
with the top of the tank walls. 

It is advisable to provide an overflow pipe from the siphon 
chamber which should leave this chamber at an elevation of 
3 or 4 inches above that of the inlet pipe to the tank, 
and which should, by means of an elbow, be extended down 
outside the chamber to connect with the sewer into which the< 
siphon discharges. This is desirable in order to provide an 
overflow in case the siphon becomes clogged or fails to operate. 
Where a tank must of necessity be located near a residence, 
any nuisance due to odors may be prevented by inserting a 
4-inch galvanized-iron conductor-pipe through the roof of 
the tank, and carrying this pipe up into the air 20 or 30 feet 
along a tree trunk or the side of a building. 

If a sub-surface irrigation field is to be laid out, the tank 
should preferably be near the proposed location of the sub¬ 
surface irrigation area (see Fig. 26, Chapter IV), although the 
effluent may be carried to the sub-surface irrigation field from 
a settling tank located at some distance from such field. Since 
the sewage enters the tank near the top of the tank and the 
effluent discharges from the siphon chamber at a considerable 
distance below the top of the tank, it is of advantage to place 
the settling tank on sloping ground, if possible, so that one end 
will be wholly in excavation and the other will be partly above 
the natural ground, surface. This reduces the depth of trenching 
and provides for more readily distributing the effluent by gravity 
from the tank through the sub-surface tiling which is laid just 
below the surface of the ground. The tank must always be higher 
than the distributing field to allow for the flow of sewage, and 
it is desirable to have the tank buried in the ground if possible 











32 PRACTICAL METHODS OF SEWA(JE DISPOSAL 

in order to keep the temperature of the sewage as high as possiljle 
in winter. These ideal conditions are not always to l)e attained. 

The one important point to be kept in mind if the settling 
tank is to be properly operated and not allowed to develop into a 
nuisance is that the sludge or sediment must be removed from 
the bottom of the tank at intervals before the elTective capacity 
of the tank is so reduced that the proper sedimentation of the 
sewage is impossible. The fre(iuency of cleaning necessary varies 
in different cases, but usually the tank should be emptied and 
cleaned at intervals of from three months to one year, and where 
the contour of the ground allows the sludge to be readily drawn 
off into trenches or to a sludge bed, cleaning should bo prac¬ 
tised every five or six weeks. 

There is, perhaps, little need for cleaning the tank as often 
as once in six weeks, but it is generally found and has been 
affirmed in court testimony that the removing of the sludge from 
a settling tank once every six weeks will prevent septic action 
from taking place, and the tank will then be operated as a 
settling tank and not as a septic tank. This is desirable in view 
of the fact that royalties have been claimed under certain 
patents on septic tanks. As explained on p. ii, the important 
function of the tank is to settle out suspended solids, while 
the processes that take place in the septic tank but not in the 
settling tank arc of minor importance, and it is ,advisal)le 
therefore to operate these tanks as settling tanks when possiljle. 

In no case should the sludge be allowed to accumulate 
until it fills more than one-quarter of the tank. The sludge 
may be disposed of by burying in trenches or ploughing under, 
or it may be spread on the surface at points remote frona high¬ 
ways and dwellings or sources of water supply. The depth of 
accumulated matter in the tank shoiilcl frequently be tested at 
the inlet end by using, a pole..^ 
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In reference to the preliminary trcnitmc'nt of sewage in 
tanks, it should be noted that the most recent development in 
the design of sewage-disposal plants has bt'en the improved 
method of sedimentation of sewage represented by the Imhoff 
or Emscher tank. A modified design of this tank is shown in 
plan and longitudinal section in Fig. 8, and a cross«s('ction of 
the tank is .shown in F’ig. 9. 'Fhe principle emphn’ed is to provide 
a separate chamber for storing the sludge which results from 



the sedimentation of the suspended matters in the sewage, 
this chamber being almost entirely separated from the portion 
of the tank in which the sedimentation takes place. This 
separation of the sludge from the flowing sewage is accom¬ 
plished in the tank shown by inserting in the tank, parallel 
with the side walls, two inner partitions A A , which are vertical 
for’ a few feet below the surface of the sewage and then slope 
toward the centre line of the tank, but, as shown by Fig. 9, do 


rilE i^KTTLINU TANK AND ITS CONSTRUCTION 35 


not meet at the centre line, tlie one passing a few inches under 
the other. The oiaahng or slot thus formed between the two 
inner partitions allows the suspended matters which settle out 
of the sewage flowing through the upper compartment to pass 
into the lower or sludge compartment and there remain in a 


(pnescent state until removi'd from the tank. The object of this 
separation of the sludge from the flowing sewage is to prevent 
the gas l,)ubbles which emanate from the sludge during its 
decomposition frt)m rising through the flowing sewage and in¬ 
terfering with the process t)f sedimentation going on in the upper 
compartment, and to provide for a moie tomplete decom¬ 
position or “digestion’ of the sludge. I he gas bubbles on lising 
from the deposited sludge strike the sloping lower sections of 
the inner partitions and are delleeted to the portions of the 
tank next to the outside walls. A sludge fiipe leads away fiom 
the bottom of the hopper-shaped sludge compartment, and at 
intervals of from one to four weeks the valve on this sludge 


pipe is opened for a short time and a small portion of the accu¬ 
mulated sludge is allowed to be forced out onto a sludge-drying 
bed by the weight of the sew'age in the tank. The portion of 
the sludge thus removed has, of course, remained in the tank 
the longest time, generally five or six months, and has had the 
fullest opportunity to be reduced and rendered inodorous and 


easy to dispose of. 

This method of sedimentation was first experimented with 
about twelve years ago by Mr. li. W. Clark at the Lawrence 
Experiment Station of the Massachusetts State Board of Health, 
then partially developed by Dr. W. Owen Travis, of Hampton, 
England, and finally worked out by Dr. Ing. Carl Imlioff in 
connection with the disposal of sewage in the Emscher River 
district in Germany. The method has been extensively and 
successfully used in Germany, and similar tanks are now being 
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installed in this country. While these tanks are prol)ably more 
efFective than septic tanks and the usual type of settling tanks 
in the removal of suspended matters in sewage, their chief value 
will undoubtedly be found in the rendering of the sludge less 
odorous and more easily handled. 'This form of settling tank 
is covered by patents, and a moderate royalty is charged on tanks 
of this type. 

A description of the Imhoff tank has been lune included 
since it represents an important development in sewage disposal 
and helps to solve what has heretofore been one of the main 
difficulties of sewage disposal, especially for cities and villages, 
namely, the satisfactory and convenient disposition of sludge; 
but it is not considered that their construction is advisable or 
warranted where only a small quantity of sewage is to be treated, 
and settling tanks to treat sewage contributed by less than, say, 
two hundred persons would generally be constructed as pre¬ 
viously described. 




CHAPTER III 

VALVES, SIPHONS, AND SIPHON CHAMBERS 

It was explained in Chapter I that one of the essentials of 
successful sewage purification is an intermittent application 
of the sewage to the beds in which bacteria are to act. This 
intermittent action is secured by providing a small additional 
tank or by setting aside a part of the settling tank and by 
installing therein some kind of mechanism for the purpose of 
changing the more or less regular flow into an intermittent or 
periodical flow. The proper capacity of this tank will be con¬ 
sidered later in the chapters dealing with the several methods 
of final purification. Now it may be said only that the size 
depends on the amount of sewage to be cared for per day and 
on the size of the dose demanded by the purification method. 
The size of dose depends directly upon the method of treatment 
and on the size of the particles in the beds intended to receive 
the sewage. On sand beds, for example, it is customary to 
discharge the sewage from the dosing tank three times a day, 
although many plants operate with a daily discharge. The size 
of the dosing tank, however, in the latter case has to be ^ee 
times as large as in the former, and it is usually worth while to 
take the additional trouble of having more frequent operation 
in order to save the cost of the larger tank. 

The simplest method of construction of the dosmg tank 
is to make it a part of the sedimentation tank by means of a 
cross wall, which latter must be strong enough to withstand 
the pressure of the water on one side when the dosmg tank is 
empty (See Figs. 2 and 3.) There is no objection to this tank 
being separate and some distance away from the sedimentation 
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tank, and sometimes, for convenience in distributing the sewage 
from the dosing tank onto several beds in turn, the dosing tank 



is ];)hiced at the I'entn; of a group of 
beds with the settling tank outside. 
If the dosing tank is a t)art of the 
main tank, the .sewage flows into it 
over a dividing w;dl l)t'tween the two 
tanks or through a pipe laid through 
this wall, while if the tank is separate 
from the other, ,then a longer pipe 
connection is recjiiired. 

It is economical to arninge that 
the level of the sewage in the dosing 
tank, at the time when that tank dis¬ 
charges, shall be at the levtd of the 
sewage in the settling tank, since then 
no head is lost. It is better still to 
arrange the mechanism in the dosing 


Fig. xo.-Sludge Valve for that ^ the levd of the sewagc 

P'loor of Tank. there at the time of its discharge will 


be from four to eight inches higher 
than the normal level in the settling tank. The clTect of 


this is to back up the sewage and raise the general level in 
the settling tank, and when the dt)sing tank discharges there 
is drawn off not only the sewage in that tank, but also an 


amount in the large settling tank equivalent tt) that which is 


above the normal level of the sewage there. The advantage of 
this is plain in that it reduces the necessary volume of the dosing 
tank by that of the back water in the settling tank, and, while 
it was thought at one time that such a frequent variation in 
the level of the main tank might affect injuriously the scum 
which forms there, and perhaps also the bacterial action going 



VAIA'KS, SIPHON CnAMHIUlS HU 

5ti ihf t'lnk. Ihtnv \w no mil miHon why this 

‘‘Olll I * * I * * 

mi'thinl UKiy nut Iw u^nl with t'unsidnnihlc udviuitage in 
minnniy uf ruustnu tiun, 

'I’he'hut turn uf thu tlusing t iink, which is preferably made 
oi concrete, should have u slope ttnvartl the point from which 
the outlet pipe le;uh. thus cnulding the outward rush of sewage 
to cnrrv t>lT uny material which would otherwise settle in the 
bottom and perhaps tlecoiupose there. 

'I'he simplest methutl td operating the dosing tank is by 
means of a hand valve fastened either to the lloor of the chamber 
i)r to the bottom of the outside wadi. log. lo shows a simple 
form of a valve suitable for the floor « 

and intemied to he operaletl by a rod 
extending up thrtnigh the sewage 
to the oulsule air. Such a valve —— 

can he made at any local foiimlry, 
the hearing surfaces turned up in 
nnv machine shotr. and a piece of y-.. ,; 


hardware store, huen a nesi 
however. Is not suitable for a hit 



ndeni on the weight td the column 


outlet pipe is six inches in diameter, 
the diameter of the upper surface 
of this valve would be about ten waU^of Tank! 

inches, and the area of the top of the . . ^ 

valve would be about half a square foot, so that, with six feet 
of water above, weighing tili pounds per square foot, the weight 
on the valve to be lifted would be 186 pounds, rather more than 
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could be lifted by one man. Under such conditions it would be 
necessary, using such a valve, to rig a lever, the fulcrum being 

faslenetl to the etlge of the lank, the 
short end of the lever to the rod, and 
the long end so arranged as to reduce 
the load in the ratio of about one to 
four. Fig. 1 1 shows another tyi)e of 
valve intended to be set into the side 
of the tank willi the floor sloi)ing rap¬ 
idly towartl the low point at which 
this valve is set. These valves require 
better workmanshii) and are prefera¬ 
bly purchased from one of the dealers 
in valves who make this type as one 
of their regular stock forms. Fig. 12 
shows the design made by the Coffin 
Valve Company, of Troy, N. Y,, and 
a similar form of valve is made by the 
Caldwell - Wilcox Company, New- 
liurgh, N. Y. For a 
six-inch pijie, these 
valves are so made that the clanger of the 
moving parts rusting together is avoided by 
having one surface bronze or some similar non- 
corrosive metal. Fig. 13 shows an ordinary 
gate valve generally used for water works, but 
applicable to sewerage works. Such a valve 
is shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 14 shows a fonn made in England and 
largely used as a cheap valve for the pur¬ 
pose of emptying a tank rapidly. The peculiarity of the valve 
is that a sidewise motion of the long handle locks the valve 




Fig, 12 .—.Sluice-Gate Valve 
made by C'offin Valve Co, 
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into position so that the moving part of the valve may be 
readily set at any height. The one shown in the figure is taken 
from the catalogue of the Adams 
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shows such a valve with the uu'tal seat which is intended to 
be bolted into the masonry of the lank widl. 

Fig. 17 shows another form of this same sort of v(dve, taken 
from the catalogue of the Adams TTydraulic Company, and 
noteworthy because of the loose-link t'onnection at the uiiper 
part of the valve, the object of this being to prt‘vent the valve 
closing at the upper part without, at the same time, closing at 
the bottom. 



Fig. 15. —Flap Valve Attached to T.euglh of .St*wer Pipe. 


If the closing tank is to work automatically and independ¬ 
ently of human agency, an arrtingcmcnt which is always prefer¬ 
able, there must be installed some mechanism which lakes the 
place of the valve operated by hand. Fhis mechanism is in almost 
every case a siphon which is put into action when the water level 
reaches a certain height, and which discharges rapidly until the 
water falls to a point when air is admitted to the inside of the 
siphon pipe, thereby interrupting the How. 
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There is on the market a dosing apparatus which does not 
involve a siphon, and which is shown in Fig. i8. This is made 
by the Ansonia Manufacturing Company, 30 Church Street, 
New York City, and its operation may be described as follows: 
It consists of two floats connected by means of a chain which 
passes over a wheel supported in the upper part of the chamber. 
As the water in the chamber rises, the left-hand float shown 



in the drawing rises and the right-hand float falls, thereby 
communicating a rotary motion to the wheel. A projection on 
this wheel at a certain point when the left-hand valve has 
reached the desired height communicates with an inside portion 
of the wheel, to which a chain connected with the valve is 
attached. Thus the valve is opened at the right height, and 
remains open until the water has fallen to the bottom of the 
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chamber. Then the left-hand float falls, and the apparatus 
is ready to repeat the operation. This apparatus, for a small 
installation, will probably cost, set up in place, about $15. 

Fig. 19 shows the simplest form of siphon arranged to dis¬ 
charge water from a tank. It will be noticed that it consists of 
an inverted bent pipe, one leg being longer than the other, 
and extending into a pool of water formed in the end of the 



discharge pipe. When the water level in the tank reaches the 
bent portion of the siphon pipe, the water begins to flow out, 
and will continue to flow until air is drawn in at the lower end 
of the short leg. This stops the flow and the tank begins to 
fill again. 

Fig. 20 shows another method of working the siphon and 
insuring its rapid initial action. This is known as the Van 
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Vranken flush tank, and the feature of this arrangement is 
the movable bucket, which in one position seals the lower 
end of the longer leg. Then, however, the siphon begins to 
act, and the bucket, which is hung on trunnions, is disturbed 
and its contained water is dumped out. This allows the escape 
of the water in the longer leg and insures a vigorous starting 
up of the siphon into action. 



Fig. x 8.—Intermittent Dosing Apparatus made by Ansonia M’f’g Co. 


A more simple type, however, is the inverted siphon arrange¬ 
ment, developed perhaps most completely by the Pacific Flush 
Tank Company under the Miller patents. Fig. 21 shows their 
ordinary design, the upper part of the siphon being replaced by a 
bell and the discharge starting when the level of the water in 
the long leg of the siphon has been depressed sufficiently to 
reach the curved part of the pipe. The principle on wliich this 
siphon works is as follows: 

When the water rises in the tank above the lower edge 
of the bell, the air which remained between the water in the 
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siphon pipe and in the bottom of the tank is confined, and, as 
the water rises, is gradually compressed. The elTect of this 
compression is to force down the water in the long leg of the 
siphon and to hold down the level of the water inside the bell 
lower than the level outside. When sulTicient head of water 
in the tank is secured, the water inside the pipe will be forced 



down to the curved part of the pipe, and, the siphon being so 
designed, the water level inside the bell will be just at the 
top of the same pipe, but on the outside. Any slight additional 
height then allows the contained and compressed air to escape 
around the bend in the pipe, suddenly relieving the pressure 
and allowing the water to enter the pipe from under the bell 
readily. Thus the siphon starts and continues to flow until 
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the water level falls so that the air is drawn in under the bell. 
That stops the action of the siphon and the tank fills again. 
These siphons are generally sold in two pieces, the cast iron bell 
and the curved pipe being the factory product. At the plant 
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done more simply by installing two ordinary siphons of the 
Miller or similar type. If one of these siphons is filled half full 
when the tank is empty, that siphon will discharge first because 
of the amount of water already present in the U-shaped tube. 
During the filling of the tank previous to its discharge, the 
other siphon will partially fill, so that when the tank begins 



to fill for the second time the second siphon is half full and thfe 
first nearly empty. In this way alternate action is secured and 
the discharge takes place as often as the tanks fill 

Fig. 23 shows three similar siphons installed with some 
auxiliary piping attached for the purpose of making the periodic 
discharge more positive. These small auxiliary pipes are so put 
together that there is an auxiliary siphon passing under the 
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edge of the bells. When one siphon discharges, the auxiliary 
siphon of the corresponding large siphon is filled with water, 
and at the same time part of the water in the auxiliary siphon 
of the other is discharged, so that it will be the first to operate 




at the next filling. When the water is forced to the bottom of 
the small siphon, il is blown out through the vent pipe, and, 
the air following, the large siphon is started. 

Fig. 24 shows an automatic discharging siphon made by 
the Merritt Company, of Camden, N. J., and embodying a 
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different principle. The main discharge pipe is built in the 
form of a “U” tube, the longer leg containing an auxiliary 
small air pipe, with a return bend at its lower end. When the 



Fig, 34 .—^Single "Merritt” Automatic Siphon. 


chamber starts to fill, this small pipe bend or seal is filled with 
water, so that the rising water confines tind compresses air in 
both the large and small “U” pipes. In time, and at any 
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desired height, determined by changing the relative lengths of 
the parts of the small pipe siphon, the seal is broken and the 
air escaping draws air enough from the large pipe to start it 
in action. The method has an advantage in that it requires 



Fig, 23 .—Air-lock Siphon for Adniitting and Releasing Sewage from each 
one of Four Beds in Regular Order. 


no deep excavation, and the mechanism can be set after the 
siphon chamber is built. 

Fig. 25 shows a method of securing the alternate discharge 
of sewage by siphons whose action depends upon an air trap, 
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€ach siphon being of the type shown in Fig. 24. The installation 
of the figure is further complicated by the fact that it is arrangetl 
to discharge sewage from the four contact beds as well as to 
discharge sewage onto the beds. The compartments, and the 
piping connected therewith, at the four corners operate to 
admit the sewage from the central channel onto the h)ur beds 
in rotation. The four square wells between the corner wells 
operate to empty those beds in turn into the pipe shown at the 
centre of the drawing, the pipe leading to the nearest stream. 
The operation may be described as follows: Sewage enters at 
the top of the drawing, and from the inlet channel Hows into 
the siphon channels marked A. Ai is ready to discharge if 
bed No. 4 was the last one to fill, since, when that bed 
filled, the small bell forced the siphon Ai open. Sewage 
therefore flows through siphon Ai into bed No. i. As the 
sewage level rises in bed No. 1, the outlet siphon from bed No. 2, 
G2, is locked by the air pipe from Bi so that bed No. 2 will be 
ready for the next dose. Also the air pipe from the bell Hi 
opens the siphon G.i, and allows bed No. 4 to drain into the 
outlet drain. Also bell Di, when bed No. i is full, opens the 
siphon Aa through the connecting air pipe so that bed No. 2 
begins to fill as soon as bed No. i is full. And linally bell Cb 
locks the siphon Ai, and stops further flow into bed No. i. The 
other beds operate in the same way in turn. 

The manufacturers of siphons are always glad to advise 
prospective buyers of the proper arrangement of siphons and the 
details of placing, with dimension sketches. 

As a summary, it may be pointed out that in any installa¬ 
tion, one of the three methods above described may be adopted, 

I. A simple valve worked by hand may li^e adopted and the 
alternate distribution of the sewage regulated by choice of the 
several valves placed at the head of the several discharge pipes. 
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2. An automatic discharge mechanism may be installed which 
will operate regularly and intermittently, but lacking any 
automatic selection of the bed onto which the discharge is to 
be made. These siphons will discharge as often as the tank fills, 
but the particular valve must be opened in order that the dis¬ 
charge may take place onto any one of the several beds. 

3. An apparatus may be installed which will both discharge 
intermittently and will also automatically select different beds, 
in turn onto which the discharge shall take place. It may even 
discharge onto contact beds and also empty those beds, entirely 
automatically. 

V\>^hich of these mechanisms shall be selected depends upon 
the amount of money available and on the value to be placed 
on the freedom from constant'care which an automatic installa¬ 
tion gives. Not that a sewage-disposal phint may be ignored 
because an automatic mechanism has been installed. No 
machine is infallible, and sewerage machinery may give out 
or stop working just as that for any other purpose. But instead 
of a daily routine of duties which may not be interrupted, by 
mc'ans of automatic apparatus one may avoid everything except 
casual inspections and periodic cleaning. 


CHAPTER IV 
SUB-SXTRFACE IRRIGATION 

The disposal of sewage by the method of sub-surface irri¬ 
gation, sometimes known as the Waring system, consists 
in its distribution by means of open-jointed tiling over a 
comparatively large area of soil and at a depth of a few 
inches beneath the ground surface. The sewage should first 
be passed through settling tanks to remove as much as prac¬ 
ticable of the suspended matters contained in it, as explained 
in the chapter on settling tanks. The partially clarified eniuent 
from the settling tank should then be collected in a dosing cham¬ 
ber, or separate compartment of the settling tank, and discharged 
intermittently, preferably by means of a siphon, into the sub¬ 
surface irrigation system. This intermittency of discharge of 
accumulated quantitiqs of eflluent is necessary for an even 
distribution of the effluent throughout the entire system of 
sub-surface tiling, and for a continuous and successful opera¬ 
tion of the system as a whole. It has been found necessary, 
also, to alternate the discharge of effluent from the dosing or 
siphon chamber over different portions of the irrigation area. 
One siphon is all that is necessary to install in the siphon cham¬ 
ber for sub-surface irrigation systems, and if the settling 
tank has two compartments, as shown in Fig. 3, Chapter 
II, the single siphon would be placed in the centre of the 
chamber. 

The principle involved in this method of sewage purification 
is that of any general method of sewage reduction in whatever 
form carried on, namely, its oxidation or nitrification. This 
oxidation, or breaking down of the organic matter in the sewage, 
is accomplished in this case, as in the case of intermittent sand 
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lUk'rs, conlaci beds, and sprinkling filters, through the agency 
of bacterial action. 

Householders have long been familiar with the fact that 
although solids containi'd in sewage may have been discharged 
for long periods of time into a cesspool, the latter, if located 
in dry, porous soil, did not seem to become filled with the solid 
lesidue. Ibis is due to the li(|uefaction of the solid matter in 
the sewage after its discharge into the cesspool, and to the 
seeiiage and bacterial reduction of tlje liquid matter in the 
surrounding soil. d\) replace the cesspool and eliminate the 
insanitary conditions which, in most instances, result from its 
use, other methods have been devised which utilize the agencies 
of nature to the best advantage. 'Thus the sedimentation and, 
in some cases, the liquefaction of the solid matters in sewage 
are carried on in specially designed settling tanks which are 
easily cleaned and which iirovide for greater elllciency in settling 
out suspended matters than the cesspool. Similarly, the filtra¬ 
tion of liiiuids from cesspools through the soil is replaced by the 
scientific method of sub-surface irrigation, which is much more 
efficient in three distinct ways: (i) the limited seepage area 
represented by the walls of the cesspool is increased many times 
by distributing the effluent from the settling tank over a large 
area of soil in a system of sub-surface tiling; (2) the bacterial 
reduction is more effective, since it has been found that the 
bacterial action necessary to purify sewage takes place in the 
upper layers of the soil and is almost absent at depths of five feet 
or more; (3) the soil is given an opportunity to rest and to dry 
out by alternately using different portions of the sub-surface 
irrigation system. In the cesspool the seepage of the effluent 
and whatever bacterial action takes place in the surrounding 
soil must go on continuously, which often results in clogging of 
the soil and overflowing of the cesspool 
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The purification and final disporition of sewage by means of 
sub-surface irrigation is the method best adapted to the singU* 
residence, and oftentimes to the hotel or institution, if soil 
conditions are favorable and proper area is available. I'his 
system requires less oversight in its operation than the various 
forms of artificial filters. Furthermore, the sewagt' is entirely 
hidden from sight after it leaves the settling tank, and this is 
usually desirable near private residences and on tlu‘ grounds of 
country homes, country clubs, and sumnuu* hotels. Also, 
where the sewage must be treated in dose proximity to a resi¬ 
dence or hotel or at a point on the windward si<le of a ri‘sidence, 
this method, more effectually than any other, precludes the 
possibility of a nuisance resulting from the operation carried on, 
since the .settling-tank eilluent is at no point exposed directly 
to the air. Furthermore, its cost is less than that of other works 
for final treatment of sewage, and, finally, the system is more 
easily installed. 

The method is in reality modified broad irrigalitm, but the 
sub-surface irrigation field can be utilized much more effectively 
and with considerably less attention than a broad irrigation 
area, and, as noted above, is le.ss liable to be the cause of ii 
nuisance or to be the means of spreading infectious di.seuse 
through the agencies of flies and other insects. 

If an area of sandy soil is available on which to locate the 
sub-surface irrigation field, if the settling tank and .siphon 
chamber have been correctly built, and if the sub-surface tiling 
system has been properly laid, the success of the system is well 
assured. On the other hand, failure is certain If either broad 
irrigation or sub-surface irrigation methods of sewage disposal 
arc attempted on stiff, impervious day soils. Between the 
ranges of porosity of soil represented by these limits there are 
many soils in which sewage may be successfully disposed of 
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by sub-surface irrigation. A sandy or gravelly loam will, with¬ 
out question, successfully care for sewage cOluent when such 
eflluent is properly distributed by sub-surface tiling, iind even 
in a rather heavy soil the eflluent from a settling lank may often 
be disposed of satisfactorily by providing for a greater length of 
sub-surface tiling-per person served by the settling tank than that 
which would suffice in the more porous soils. However, if the 
soil is very heavy so that surface water does not readily seep 
away, or if the ground-water level is within two or three feet 
of the surface, this method is not suitable and some form of 
filter, described in the succeeding chapter, should be used for 
final treatment of sewage. 

When soil conditions and the area available arc favorable 
to this method and such a system is to be installed, the irriga¬ 
tion area selected should be at the point where the ground-water 
level is lowest, and this will generally be on a plateau or bench 
at the head of a slope of ground. The relative elevation of the 
ground surface should, of course, be low enough to insure ‘ 
operating head or fall to.operate the siphon in the chamber 
adjoining the settling tank and to distribute the diluent by 
gravity to the sub-surface tiling. If the soil is composed of loose 
gravel, or lies over a limestone or shale formation, the location 
of the irrigation area should be selected with a view to preventing 
the contamination of any wells or springs which may exist on 
the premises,—that is, the area should be on lower ground, 
and as far removed from wells as is convenient. 

As will be explained later, the length of sub-surface tiling 
necessary to receive a given quantity of sewage eflluent should 
vary, within certain limits, with the character and porosity of 
the soil, thus requiring larger quantities of effluent to be deliv¬ 
ered from the siphon or dosing chamber in the case of the more 
compact soils. Also the size of this chamber should be deter- 
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TABLE II 

For Use in the Construction of Sub-surface Irrigation Systems in Sandy 
OR Very Porous Soils 
Dimensions given are for inside measurement. 


No. of Persons 
Served by 
Sewer. 

Total Length of 
3-inch Sub¬ 
surface Tiling. 

No. of Sections 
in Sub-surface 
System. 

Mean Width of 
Siphon Chamber 
(Feet). 

Mean Length of 
Siphon Chamber 
(Feet). 

Depth of Siphon 
Chamber from 
Roof of Tank 
(Feet). 

Diameter of ‘ 

Siphon (Inches),' 

Discharging 
Depth, or Maxi¬ 
mum Depth, of 
Effluent alxjve 
Lower Eifge of 
Siphon Bell 
(Inches). 

Distance from 
;.Roof to Top of 
Wall between 
Settling Tank and ( 
Siphon Chamber | 
(Inches). i| 

4 

140 

2 

2' 

2' 

2' 4" 

3" 

13" 

12^^ 

8 

280 

2 

2' 6" 

2' 6” 

2' a " 

3" 

13" 

12" 

12 

420 

2 

2' 6" 

4 ' 

2' 

3" 

13'' 


15 

525 

2 

3' 6” 

4 ' 

2' 4" 

3" 

13" 

12" 

25 

875 

2 

3 ' 

4 „ 

3' 2” 

5" 

23" 

"V-I2" 

35 

1225 

2 

3' 8" 

,4' 6" 

3/ 2" 

5" 

23" 

12" 

50 

1750 

2 

4; 

6' 

3/ 2" 

5" 

22," 

12'^ 

75 

2625 

2 

3 

6' 

3' 2" 

5// 

22," 

16" 

100 

3500 

2 

4 , 

7 ' 

3/ 2" 

5 " 

23" 

16" 

125 

4375 

3 

5' 6" 

&' 

2! '2" 

5" 

23" 

16" 

150 

5250 

3 

7 ' 

8' 

3' 2" 

5 " 

23" 

16" 

175 

6125 

3 

7/ Qff 

8' 

3' 9" 

6" 

30" 

ir/' 

200 

7000 

3 

8' 

8' 

3/ g// 

6" 

30" 

18" 


TABLE III 

For Use in the Construction of Sub-surface Irrigation Systems in the 
Heavier Loams (not Clay or Hardpan) 

Dimensions given are for inside measurements. 
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mined with reference to the number of sections into which the 

sub-surface tiling system is divided. 

The dimensions of siphon chambers to effectively deliver the 
effluent in proper volumes to the sub-surface irrigation system 
are given in the following tables, which indicate widths of siphon 
chambers to agree in general with the widths of the settling 
tanks to serve a given number of persons, as shown in Chapter II. 
These tables of dimensions for siphon chambers provide for two 
different capacities where the same number of persons are 
served by the sewer, depending on the total lengths of sub¬ 
surface tiling required, which in turn depend on the character 
of the soil in which the sub-surface system is laid. The tables 
provide for a division of the sub-surface tiling system into two 
parts up to a system for loo persons, and into three parts for 
a greater number of persons. These tables also show the total 
length of lateral distributing tiling in the sub-surface irrigation 
system necessary to distribute over a sufficient area at the 
irrigation field, in both sandy soils and in the heavier loams, 
the various quantities of sewage to be treated in the different¬ 
sized tanks and discharged from the siphon chambers. The tables 
also indicate the diameter of the siphon and the discharging 
depth of each siphon. 

As discussed in Chapter III, the siphon, in discharging, 
may draw upon the upper 4 to 8 inches of sewage in the 
setthng tank without interfering with the efficiency of the 
tank. The dimensions of siphon chambers for 75 or more per¬ 
sons in Table II, and for 35 or more persons in Table III (see 
page 59), provide for such a draught upon the settling-tank con¬ 
tents of from 4 to 8 inches when the siphon discharges. This will 
decrease the cost of the plant somewhat and provide for a more 
efficient form of siphon chamber. The last column in each table 
provides for the proper height of dividing-wall between the 



SettTmg Tant ^^g^ing Manhole'. | 
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settling tank and siphon chamber to allow the drawing down 
of the settling-tank contents as noted above. 
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chamber to the irrigation field, of two or more branches 
of this main carrier, and of parallel lines of lateral distributing 
tiling extending at intervals of 4 to 6 feet from the branch 
carriers, or, in some locations, from each side of the branch 
carriers. 

The frontispiece shows the relation between the several 
portions of a sub-surface irrigation system. The house sewer is 
shown leading to the settling tank, and from the siphon chamber 
adjoining the settling tank the main carrier or effluent sewer 
is shown leading to a diverting manhole from which the effluent 
is carried at each discharge of the siphon to the lateral lines of 
sub-surface tiling by the two branch carriers. 

Fig. 26 shows in plan and section a sub-surface irrigation 
system. The section, which is drawn to a larger scale than the 
plan, shows the settling tank and the adjoining siphon chamber. 
From this siphon chamber the effluent sewer carries the discharge 
from the siphon to the diverting manhole, at which point the 
effluent is diverted to the different portions of the sub-surface 
tiling. 

In Fig. 27 is shown in plan the diverting manhole and a 
small portion of the sub-surface tiling system together with a 
section through the diverting manhole and one of the lines of 
distributing tiling. 

The main carrier should be of vitrified tile sewer pipe with 
cemented joints, and should always have two or more branches 
at the irrigation field in order to allow the use of different por¬ 
tions of the field in turn for three days or a week at a time, 
thus allowing one of the portions of the field to be resting for 
corresponding periods. The branch carriers should be of vitri¬ 
fied tile also, and should have cemented joints. If the diameter 
of the siphon is 5 inches, the main carrier should be of 8-inch 
vitrified tile with a fall of at least 6 inches per 100 feet 
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in order to quickly carry the dose from the siphon chamber to 
the several lines of sub-surface tiling forming the distributing 
system. With 3-incli siphons, a 6-inch main carrier may 
be used, but the gradient or fall of the main carrier should 
then be at least 12 inches per 100 feet, owing to the smaller 
capacity of the 6-inch pipe. In placing the siphon in posi¬ 
tion, when the siphon chamber is being 
built, care should be taken to see that 
the trap or U-shaped pipe is set plumb 
Fig. 28.—y-Brunch of or ill a vertical position. Concrete 

Vitrified Tile Pipe. should then bc placed around the siphon 

to hold it in proper position and at the proper height, and 
the trap should be filled with water before the bell is placed 
in position. The bell should then be placed in position over the 
long leg of the trap to prevent the materials used in construction 
from being dropped Into the siphon. The siphon should be 
set so that the lower edge of the bell, or of that portion of 
the bell under which the elllueiit is to flow, is three inches 
above the floor of the siphon chamber. 

In laying the distributing system, every second or third 
length of the branch carriers, according 
to the porosity of the soil and the spa¬ 
cing of the lines of distributing tiling, 
should consist of a Y-branch (see Fig. 

28 ) , to which a one-eighth bend (see Fig. Fig. ag.—Eigluli Bend of 

29 ) should be fitted if the lines of lateral Vitrified ide Pipe, 
tiling are to bc laid at right angles to the main carriers, as 
shown in Fig. 27 ; or the lateral tiling may be fitted directly to 
the Y-branch if the lateral lines are to be led away from the 
carrier at an angle of 45®, as shown in Fig. 30. The Y should 
branch from the lower portion of the pipe, as shown in Fig. 28 . 

The lateral tiling should be of three-inch agricultural tile 











6 
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(see Fig. 31), laid with a space of one-quarter inch between each 
length and with a piece of tar paper or a half-collar of larger 
diameter pipe, as shown in Fig. 32, placed over the joints to 
prevent clogging of the pipe with earth. In the heavier soils the 
lateral lines of sub-surface tiling are sometimes set in trenches 
eight to fourteen inches deep and about twelve inches wide, 
filled with broken stone or gravel placed around the tiling to 
within two or three inches of the ground surface, as shown in 
Fig. 32. This allows the effluent to seep away more readily, but 
while of advantage in those soils the provision is not necessary 
in the more porous soils. 



Fig. 31.—Photograph of Tile laid as if for Sewage Disposal. 


It is generally found that a sufficient length of sub-surface 
tiling should be laid to provide for not more than one to three 
gallons of effluent per day for each linear foot of tihng. In 
sandy soils there should be at least thirty to forty feet of tiling 
for each person served by the sewer', with six feet of space 
between the lines of tiling. This length per person should 
be increased up to seventy or eighty feet for the more compact 
sandy or gravelly loams, or the fighter clay loams, with the 
lateral tiling spaced four feet apart. It is not considered feasible 
to attempt to dispose of sewage by sub-surface irrigation in 
soils which will not care for effluent when the greater lengths 
of tiling per person, as stated above, will not prevent the appear- 
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ance of effluent on the surface. If, however, after the installa¬ 
tion of a sub-surface system in a rather heavy soil, it is found 
that proper seepage of the effluent does not occur, the lateral 
branches may sometimes be lengthened and the system then 
found to operate satisfactorily. 

The lines of lateral tiling should be laid with the invert, or 
bottom of the pipe, inside, from six inches to one foot below the 
•surface, as shown in Fig. 27. They should be parallel with the 
contours or at right angles with the slope of the held, and should 



have a gradient or fall of one-sixteenth of an inch toythe^^^^^^^ 
when laid in sandy soil or sandy loam, and of not mone,.,Jlm»«^ 

one thirty-second of an.incb to the foot when Iwi in 

loams. To obtain such gradients for the sub-surface tiling i is 

sometimes necessary to lay out lie trencher along ^ 

curved lines, as shown in Kg. 33- ® 

near the surface, as stated, and never deeper ton * 

The temperature of the sewage wiU prevent its free g 
very severe winter weather, espeaally when the ground 


covered with snow. 
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To provide for diverting the flow from the siphon chamber 
first into one of the two portions into which the sub-surface sys¬ 
tem is divided, and then, after an interval of three days or a 
week, into the other portion of the system, at the point where 
the main carrier is to branch, a ten-iiuh iron pipe casting (see 
Pig. 34), with its lower portion forming the body of a double Y- 
branch of six-inch or eight-inch pipe, may be plated, lui'ving a 
swinging blade or gate attached inside in a vertical position. 
When, for example, the eflluent has been passed for a week 
into section B of the sub-surface system, the gate shown in 
Fig, 34, may be swung to the dotted position and the eflluent, 



the branch carrier A to section A of the sub-surface system; 
or a double Y-branch of iron pipe (see Fig. 35) or a cross may be 
placed at this point on the main carrier when there are to be 
three sections of the sub-surface system, and valves may be 
placed on the three branches of the main carrier thus formed 
to permit of alternately shutting off the flow to the various 
sections of the sub-surface tiling system (see also Fig. 30). 
Perhaps the simplest and most serviceable device, however, 
for alternately resting different portions of tlie irrigation field 
is a diverting manhole with stop planks or wooden sluices 
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sliding in grooves in the concrete walls or in a wooden frame, 
as shown in Fig. 27* 43, Chapter V.) 

Where the groiintl-water level is not very deep below the 
surface, or a clay or hardpan stratum occurs at a depth of a few 
feet it is advisable to iinderdrain the irrigation field by lines 
of open-jointed tiling laid at right angles to the lateial dis- 
trilmting tiling and spaced about fifteen feet apart. (See Fig. 36.) 
'rhe.sc underdrains should be placed at least four feet below 



the .surface, and inspection pipes should be placed over the outlets 
of the underdruins or at the points where they discharge into a 
main underdrain, in order to altord opportunity to determine if 
all portions of the irrigation field arc properly caring for the 
elllucnt. To provide for the placing of the inspection pipes, 
a length of vitrified tile with a Tee may be placed on each line 
of underclrain tiling near its junction with the main underdrain. 
On this Tee, Iwo or three lengths of vitrified tile may be set, 
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reaching to the ground surface and provided with a removahlo 
wooden cover or a vitrified tile cap. This provision for inspec.. 
tion is necessary where underdrains must be laid and wherti 
the pollution of a stream is to be prevented, sinc'c it is oftei'i 
found that through the activities of burrowing animals direct 
outlets from the distributing tiling to the underdrains are formea 



Fig. 35 .—Double Y-Bratich with Valvea on Branches of Main Carrier. 


and the final eflluent is therefore not sufficiently purified by* 
seepage through the soil. It is desirable for this reason to 
omit the underdrains when possible, and in some instances a. 
blind ditch may be constructed around two or three sides of 
the field in order to intercept the ground-water flow and to 
lower the ground-water level at the field, thus better insuring 
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proper seepage o{ the elllueiU distriljutcd by the sub surta.-e 
tilinig. 

The essential features t)[ the sub surface irrigation system 
of sewage disposal have been outlined above, ami it may be^said 
that this method is especially adapted Iti the resitlence or single 
house. The method may be empU»yed with success to^ disptisi* 
of sewage from country clubs and summer hotels, prov!de 4 ^ the 
soil conditions arc favorable anti proper aretis may be utili/aal. 
In these cases the comparatively short period during eatdi yetii 
in which the system is in use and the resulting ItJUg periotls 


mit the use of tins system 
where, under continuous t; 
posal would be indicated, 
ever, that when any doubt 
to care for sewage by this 
siderable expense would b 
system, competent engine 
property owners before th< 
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the services of a sanitary engineer to lay out the system, since 
the matter of accurate gradients and proper oixa-ating arrange¬ 
ments then becomes very essential to the success of the under¬ 
taking. 

While it is not generally advisable to arrange for the dis¬ 
posal of sewage by sub-surface irrigation when the number of 
persons served by the sewer exceeds two hundred, this method 
will be found a most satisfactory one if the general conditions 
at any point are favorable to its use as heretofore described, 
and in such cases the adoption of this system is strongly recom¬ 
mended to the owners of residences, summer camps, summer 
hotels and boarding-houses, and to the managers of moderate- 
sized institutions and of country clubs who must meet the 
problem of properly disposing of sewage on their own premises. 



CIIAPl'ER V 
SEWAGE FILTERS 

It has been shown that tlu‘ seleclion of the type of plant best 
suited to solve the sewage-disposal problem at any given plaet* 
depends on several factors anti can be safely made only aflt‘r 
a consideration and study of such local conditions as the char¬ 
acter of the soil, the area available, the presence and nearness 
to the surface of ground water, and the local topographical 
conditions. If sub-surface irrigation is not feasible, when, for 
instance, the soil is nearly impervious to water t)r when, in 
the case of a wet soil, adet^uate underdrainage is not possible, 
some form of artillcial filler must be constructed to complete 
the reduction of the sewage wliere the effluent from the settling 
tank may not properly be dischargial directly into a stream. 

If such a filter is to be constructed, the kind most suitable 
depends, in turn, upon several factors, such as the degree of puri¬ 
fication to be attained, the suitability of the available areas 
or locations for the ditlerent types of filters, the operating 
head or fall available, and the relative cost of the sand, gravel, 
broken stone, or furnace slug winch may be used as material 
for the filter bed. 

With respect to the degree of purification of sewage that is 
desired it may be said that, of the three general methods of 
sewage purification, namely, intermittent sand filtration, treat¬ 
ment in contact beds, and filtration through sprinkling or 
trickling filters, the first method produces the most highly 
purified effluent. Such an effluent, if from a properly con¬ 
structed and operated sand filter, may generally be considered 
sufficiently purified to allow its discharge into a stream, even if 

73 
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the stream is subsequently used as a source of potable water 
supply. In some instances, however, subsetiuent sterilization 
or disinfection of the effluent may be reciiiired, particularly if 
the waterworks intake is relatively near the point of discharge 
from the sewage filter, or if the flow of the stream is small in 
comparison with the sewage How. However, if a stream used 
as a source of potable water supply receives the effluent from 
a properly operated sand filter, the further safeguarding of the 
quality of the water should generally be accomplished by 
filtration or sterilization of the water supply, or both. 

In many cases the local conditions are such that contact 
beds or sprinkling filters may be constructed more easily or 
more economically than sand filters and, at the same time, the 
lesser efficiency of the contact bed or the sprinkling filter, owing 
to the fact that the stream is not used for water supply, may 
not preclude the adoption of these latter types of plants. 

However, where natural deposits of sand of not too finely 
divided particles occur or where such sand may be readily pro¬ 
cured, intermittent sand filters arc most satisfactory for the 
final treatment of sewage. 

Intermittent Sane Filters 

The agencies employed in purifying sewage by intermittent 
sand filtration involve its oxidation, or nitrification by bacterial 
action, while the mechanical straining effected by its passage 
through the sand plays a very small part in its reduction. 

Where natural deposits of sand of suitable quality occur, 
sand filters are constructed by levelling off definite areas of 
sand and making embankments eighteen inches high to enclose 
these areas, the embankments being generally formed of the 
surface loam and subsoil which must usually be removed in 
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order to expose the sand layer, d'here should be from three to 
live beds prepared in order to provide* for alUTuating the dis- 
eharge of the eniiieiU from the settling tank over different 
portions of the nitration area and thus to provide n*sting periods 
for each bed while in operation. Also, the preparation of si'veral 
eeiiud areas permits discontinuing the use of any single* area 
for several days or a week at a time in order te) allow it to dry 
out and permanently retain its liltering e'apaeity. In Jug, 37 



Fig, 37 .-—View of SancbfiUt'r RpcIm for Village in MaHMxc'huHetta. 


is shown a view of a set of sanddilter beds arranged in terraces 
on sloping ground, the embankments being formed by the 
material excavated to uncover the natural sand layer. 

The proper number of beds and the area of each bed corre¬ 
sponding to the number of persons to be served by the sewer 
are given in Table IV. This table also gives the required dimen¬ 
sions of siphon chambers (assuming that this chamber forms 
a separate compartment of the settling tank) for the capacities 
necessary in order that the eflluent may be distributed in proper 
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quantities over each bed or -over each pair of beds, as in the 
case of plants serving two hundred or more persons. The 
widths of siphon chambers given correspond in general with 
the widths of settling tanks given in Table I. As in Table 3,. 
the dimensions of siphon chambers given are based on a drawing: 
down of the effluent in the tank when the siphons discharge,, 
amounting to from four to eight inches. The last column in. 


TABLE IV 

For Use in Constructing Intermittent Sand Filters 


Persons 
Served by 
Sewer. 

No. of 
Beds. 

Area of 
Each Bed 
(Square Feet). 

Mean Width 
and Length 
of Siphon 
Chamber 
(Feet). 

Diameter 
of Siphon 
(Inches). 

Distance from Roof 
of Settling Tank to 
Top of Wall between 
Settling Tank and 
Siphon Chamber 
(Inches). 

4 

3 

60, 

3x3 

3 

12 

8 

3 

120 

3x5 

3 

12 

12 

3 

180 

4x5 

3 

12 

15 

3 

224 

4 X 6.5 

3 

12 

25 

3 

350 

4x6^ 

5 

12 

35 

3 

480 

4 - 5 X 5 

5 

16 

50 

3 

660 

5x6 

5 

16 

75 

3 

1000 

6x7 

5 

18 

100 

3 

1320 

7x8 

5 

18 

125 

3 

1660 

5 - 5 X 8 

6 

20 

150 

3 

2000 

8x8 

6 

20 

175 

3 

2330 

8x9 

6 

20 

200 

5 

1600 

8 X12 

8 

20 

250 

5 

2000 

10.5x 12 

8 

20 

300 

5 

2400 

12 X13 

8 

20 

350 

5 

2800 

13 X14 

8 

20 

400 

5 

3200 

13 X17 

8 

20 

450 

5 

3600 

13 X19 

8 

20 

500 

5 

4000 

13 X 2 I 

8 

20 


the table gives the space which should be left between the roof 
of the tank and the top of the dividing wall between the settling 
tank and the siphon chamber to provide for this draught upon 
the settling-tank contents. It will be seen that no draught 
upon the contents of the settling tank when the siphons dis- 
charge is arranged for in the case of tanks serving from four to 
twenty-five persons. 
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The siphons in each instance should be so placed that the 
lower edge of the bell of the siphon will be at a distance below 
the roof of the tank equal to twelve inches plus the drawing 
depth or discharging depth of a siphon of the diameter indicated. 
There should be three inches of space between the siphon bell 
and the floor of the chamber. The discharging depths of siphons 
as used in forming Tables 2, 3, 4, and 5 are as follows: 


Diameter of Siphon. 

Discharging Depth. 

3 inches 

13 inches 

5 

^3 :: 

6 “ 

3° 

8 “ 

35 

10 “ 

60 “ 

12 “ 

72 “ 


If the siphons installed are larger or smaller than those 
shown in these tables, or if the particular make of siphon pur¬ 
chased has the same diameter but a different discharging 
depth, proper allowance must be made in proportioning the 
size of the dosing chamber. 

In order to quickly convey the dose from the siphon chamber 
to the filter beds at the rate at which the siphon discharges, 
the sewer from the siphon chamber should be of proper size 
and should have a sufficient gradient. For instance, with a 
3-inch siphon the sewer should be 6 inches in diameter, with a 
gradient or fall of at least 12 inches per 100 feet; with a 5-inch 
siphon, the sewer should be 8 inches in diameter, with a gradient 
of at least 6 inches in 100 feet; with a 6-inch siphon, the diameter 
of the sewer should be 8 inches, and should have a gradient of 
at least 12 inches per 100 feet, or 10 inches with a gradient of 
at least 3 inches per 100 feet; with an 8-inch siphon, 12 inches, 
with a gradient of at least 12 inches per 100 feet. 

Sewage is sometimes applied directly to the beds without 
treatment in settling tanks, generally, in such case^ after having 
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been screened to remove the larger suspended matters, but it 
decidedly preferable in the case of the smaller plants under 
discussion to pass the sewage first through settling tanks, as ixn 
the method of sub-surface irrigation, 'rixerefure. the areas of 
beds given in the table are for sewage which has been passed 
through settling tanks. It is even necessary, in the case of 
sand filters for institutions where considerable greast* and .soaj^H 
are contained in the sewage, to provide grease traps throuj^li. 
which the sewage must pass before it reaches the settling tanic. 
The effluent from the tank should be discharged intermit¬ 



tently by means of a dosing chamber and siphon and should 
be distributed quickly over the surface of the bed as uniforml3r 
as possible. This is generally accomplished in the case of 
the larger beds by laying on the surface of the bed, woodem 
troughs, with short branches, as shown in Figs. 38 and 39. 
A detail of a portion of these distributing troughs is given in. 
Fig. 40. This view shows the hinged gates which arc used 
to effect a proportionate division of the flow of the various 
branches of the main trough. The view also shows the slots 
in the sides of the troughs which allow the sewage to flow out 
onto the bed, 



sHWAt*!' Fn/ri-:Ks 


If !lu‘ .uruulu} water level is within three feet of the surface 
at any lime. i>r if the sand is very line and ctmlains a slij^ht 
proportion of clay, untlertlrains should he laid at depths of four 
feet lo prevent tlu‘ Ueds from becoming walerloggetl. 

Where sand deposits do not occur at a point suitable for 
the ha-atum of the disposal plant, but where sand may be [mi- 
<aired at a reasonabh* cost, the beds may be formed artitldally 



similar to the natural sand beds heretofore described, but should 
not be less than three feet deep. It is generally necessary in the 
case of artificially constructed sand filters to provide under¬ 
drains as described below. 

Two views of such an artificial sand filter are shown by 
Figs. 41 and 42. In Fig. 41 the settling tank and siphon chamber 
may be seen, situated between two of the four beds composing 
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the filter. In Fig. 42 is shown a nearer view of one of the beds 
with the distributing trough and its branches on the surface 
of the bed. This bed, of the four composing the filter, was not 
in operation at the time the photograph was taken. 

In Fig. 38 is shown a sand filter layout with three beds. 
In this drawing are shown the sewer leading from the house, the 
settling tank, the siphon chamber, in which are placed two 
siphons, the effluent sewers, and the diverting manhole, from 



Fig. 40. —Portion of Distributing Troughs for Sand Filters. 


which three pipe fines convey the sewage to the filter beds. 
In Fig. 39 is shown also a view of the three filter beds, one of 
the beds being shown in section. Figs. 43 and 44 show a plan 
and view of the diverting manhole. 

Where sand must be carted in to form the filters, the embank¬ 
ments to retain the sand should generally be formed by excavat¬ 
ing for a depth of two feet the whole area upon which the beds 
are to be placed. The’ material thus excavated will usually 
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"“bankments. The embankments 
I c usua y be at least two feet wide on top and should have 
side slopes of one and a half to one; tliat is, tlte bottom width 
0 die embankment should be two feet plus three times tlie 
hufedit In clay soils the pits for the filter beds may be excavated 
wiUi the sides vertical, or nearly so. The bottom of each bed, 



as it is prepared for the placing of the sand whicli is to compose 
the iiltci, should slope slightly from the sides toward the centre 
line of the bed. 

Where the character of the underlying strata of soil or the 
presence of gn-ound water requires that sand filters, whether 
natural or artificial, should be underdrained, this may be accom¬ 
plished by laying a longitudinal main drain through the centre 
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of the bed at a depth of at lea«t three or four feet bt'low the 
surface, with branches eacli way at intervals of about lifteen had. 
lire main underdrain should be six inches in diameter, of aj^ri’ 
cultural tile or of vitrilied sewer pipe, laid with open joints, 
and should have a fall of at least six inches per hundred feet. 
The branches may be of three-inch agricultural tile. 




, ,, 



In large installations for cities and villages it is usual to 
install either plural alternating siphons or apparatus known 
as sewage feeds, by means of which the contents of the dosing 
chamber are discharged upon the different beds in rotation, 
there generally being four or live beds constructed in each unit. 
This requires a separate siphon or sewage feed Cor each bed, and 
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entails considerable expense. However, for smaller plants such, 
as are now being considered, two ordinary siphons may be 
placed in the same dosing chamber as described in Chapter III, 
and so primed as to discharge alternately. Then, by means 
of a diverting manhole or chamber through which the dose must 
pass, the effluent may be diverted onto two beds in rotation, 
allowing a third bed to rest, or, if there are five beds, it may 
be diverted onto two pairs of beds in rotation, allowing a fifth 



Fic;. 43 .—-View of Diverting Manhole. 


bed to rest. For instance, in the case of five beds, a diverting 
manhole may be constructed as shown in Fig. 45, and arrange¬ 
ments may be made to couple bed No. 3 with No. 2 or No. 4, 
allowing bed No. i or No. 5 to rest by means of the stop-plank 
to cut off the flow to either of these beds, as shown in the illus¬ 
tration. Then, when bed No. 3 is to be rested, stop-planks A 
and B are both closed, and the stop-planks against all pipe 
outlets are raised. If it is desired to throw bed No. i out of 
use, the stop-plank is placed against the end of the pipe lead- 
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iiig to this bed, stop-plank A is raised, and stop-plank B is 
lowered. One siphon will then discharge onto beds Nos. 4 
and 5, and with the next filling of the siphon chamber the 
second siphon will discharge onto beds Nos. 2 and 3. By a 
proper combination of the stop-plank positions, any two sets 
of two beds each may receive alternately the discharge from 
the siphon chamber while the remaining single bed may be left 
resting. The method for operating the beds in rotation described 
above may, of course, be easily applied when only three beds 



Fig. 44. —Plan of Diverting- Manhole. 


are constructed. A provision for allowing one bed to be thrown 
out of use for a week or so at a time is very necessary for the 
reasons stated above. 

At intervals of several weeks it will be found necessary to 
break up the surface of each bed by raking or else to remove 
a thin coating of clogging material. This should be done after 
the bed has been rested and dried out, when the surface matting 
may be taken off without removing much sand. To provide 
for operating the beds in winter, in the late fall, before the ground 
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has frozen, ridges and furrows should 1)e formed on the surface 
t)f tlie beds, similar to those shown in Fig. 51. The furrows 
should 1 )C two or three feet apart and eight to twelve inches 
deep. Then when eriluent is discharged ontt) the beds in freezing 
weather, as it fills the furrows, an ice roof will gradually form, 
spanning the furrows and protecting the sides and bottoms 



of the furrows from freezing, (‘specially if a snowfall occurs 
before severe weather sets in. It will sometimes be found 
nec'essary, especially with small beds that are well imderdrained, 
to provide board coverings for the furrows to lake the place of 
the natural ice roofs. 

dlie eflliient from the tank should be discharged in such 
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quantities as to flood the entire bed to a depth of from one to 
two inches, except that some of this diluent will immediately 
begin to seep into the bed. 

Respecting the quality and relative fineness of sand suitable 
for sewage filters, it should be noted that certain empirical 
methods of measurement have lieen developed for use in com¬ 
paring the size and uniformity of particles of various sands. 
These measures are (i) the “effective size,” and (e) the “uni¬ 
formity coefficient.” The “effective size” is the size of sand 
particle expressed in millimetres conqiared to which ten i^er 
cent by weight of the particles in the sanqile is finer. The 
“uniformity coefficient” is the ratio of the size of grain which 
has sixty per cent of the sample finer than itself to the size 
which has ten per cent finer than itself. 

Concerning the grades of sand through which sewage may 
be successfully and properly treated by intermittent filtration, 
it has been found that the “effective size ” should not be less 
than .20 of a millimetre, nor greater than .50 of a millimetre, 
and the “uniformity coefficient” .should generally be from 1.5 
to 3.0, when sewage is applied at the usual rate. If, however, 
the sand is clean and sharp, Imt has an “effective size” some¬ 
what smaller than the limit above stated, it may sometimes 
be found suitable. 

In the case of any sewage-disposal project of considerable 
magnitude, where any doubt exists as to the suitability of the 
sand available for use in sand filters, analyses of representative 
samples of the sand should be arranged for, and competent 
engineering advice should be sought before any large outlay is 
incurred. In general, however, it may be said that any clean, 
sharp sand suitable for building use is suitable for sand-filter 
beds in any situation. Obviously, the coarseness of the sand 
plays no part in its suitability as a filtering medium if the sand 
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occurs in a natural bed and underdrains are not necessary, 
■since no question of the discharging of an unpurilicd effluent 
would ordinarily arise in such cases. 

Contact Beds 

The treatment of sewage in contact beds consists in dis¬ 
tributing the effluent from settling tanks over beds of broken 
■stone, furnace slag, or other similar material contained in 
water-tight compartments and allowing the beds to fill so that 
the spaces between the filtering material will be filled with 
the sewage effluent. These beds are so arranged that the effluent 
is held in contact with the filtering material for a fixed interval 
of time and then, usually by means of special siphons called 
timed siphons,” or other automatic devices, it is discharged 
from the beds onto sand -filters for further treatment, or into 
streams, as the case may be. 

The process involves, as in intermittent sand filtration, 
the nitrifying or oxidizing agencies of bacterial action, and 
differs from intermittent filtration and from treatment of sewage 
on sprinkling filters principally in the fact that the flow of 
effluent through the beds is arrested and the liquid sewage held 
in contact with the filtering material, as noted above. 

Much smaller areas of filter beds are required than in the 
case of sand filters, and for this reason this form of filter will 
often be found preferable. The conditions which result in its 
selection are usually either the unsuitable character of the soil 
or the presence of ground water, making the installation of sub¬ 
surface irrigation systems impracticable; or the absence of sand 
deposits or the high cost in any locality of sand suitable for 
sand-filtration beds, making their construction difficult or 
expensive. 
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'The walls and lloor of a contact bed are generally constructed 
of concrete, and the filter should be rectangular in form, as it 
is easier to distribute the effluent uniformly over a bed of this 
shape. The details given in Chapter 11 for constriu'ting the 
walls and floors of settling tanks will serve as a general guide 
in the construction of I’ontact beds. 

T'he real work of the contact filter is carried on during the 
jieriod of “resting empty,” that is, after the effluent has been 
withdrawn from the bed. While the effluent fills the beds, much 
of the suspendcHl solid matter, together with a large proportion 
of the bacteria contained in the sewage, adheres to a gelatinous 
film which has formed on the surfaces of the stones or other 
materials forming the lieds. 'This interval of “resting full” 
should usually be about two hours. 'Fhen, when the liquid 
portion is withdrawn from the bed, air is drawn in between the 
stones, enabling the nitrifying or aerobic bacteria to do their 
work of breaking down both tlu‘ suspended and the partially 
dissolved organu- matters which ha\'e been contained in the 
sewage and which have adhiM'ed to tlu‘ filter material. It is 
believed, that some o.xidation of that portion of the organic 
matter which is in true solution is also accomplished when 
the effluent passes over the gelatinous covering of the 
stones by reason of the oxygen which has been absorbed by 
this covering. 

The interval when the bed is “ resting empty” should be con¬ 
siderably longer than the combined intervals when the bed is 
filling, “resting full,” and emptying. For this reason there 
should be a series of from three to five beds in order that it 
will not be necessary to turn the effluent from the settling tank 
continuously onto one bed, which would result in the dogging 
of this bed with suspended matters. 1110 additional third (or 
fifth) bed also gives opportunity for allowing each bed in turn 
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to be thrown out of use for intervals of a week or so at a time 
which is also necessary to keep the beds up to their proper 
tifficiency and obviate the necessity of cleaning or renewing the 
filter material oftener than onci; in seven or eight years. 

In Fig. 46 is shown in plan and section a sewage-disposal 
|>lant for the residence of Mr. Charles L. A. Whitney, of Albany, 
JM. Y., consisting of a settling tank, dosing chamber, and con¬ 
tact beds, 'i'his plant is designed to serve twenty-five persons, 
although the settling tanks have a capacity for double the 
amount of sewage on the usual basis of design. 

'Fhe depth of filtering material in the beds should preferably 
he four or five feet, although, where operating head or fall is 
limited, this depth may be decreased to three feet. The floor 
of the bed should slope toward the outlet end at a rate of about 
one-eighth of an inch iier foot. 

Various materials are used to form the body of the filter, 
such as broken stone, coke, broken brick, and furnace slag, 
but the material used should not be such as will disintegrate 
readily, and for this reason broken limestone, from one-half 
inch to one and one-half inches in sirx', with perhaps two-ineb 
stones for the bottom six inches of the bed surrounding the 
tinderdruins, is must suitable for small plants. 

'Fhese underdrains should be constructed of horsc-shoc 
tiling, and in the case of beds more than eight or ten feet wide 
Kbould preferably be laid with short branches reaching from a 
jmain drain laid along the centre of the floor of the bed; 
or these drains may be laid in parallel lines, as shown in 
1^'ig. 46. 

In order to alternate the discharge of effluent from the 
Htdiling tank onto different beds in turn and to provide for more 
xiniformly distributing the effluent over all portions of the bed, 
the settling-tank effluent should be collected as in the other 
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methods of disposal described, in a siphon or dosing chamber, 
from which, by means of alternating siphons, it may be delivered 
to the proper bed. 

In the case of a group of three beds or five beds, diverting 
chambers with stop-planks, similar to those described in con¬ 
nection with intermittent sand filters, may be provided to allow 
the throwing out of use of each of the beds in turn for a week 
or so at a time. In the smaller plants accommodating up to 
one hundred and fifty persons, it is hardly necessary to i>rovide 
for more than three beds, thus allowing opportunity for each 
one to rest for one week in every three to six weeks, which will 
result in a temporary increase of fifty per cent in the rate of 
application of eflluent to the remaining beds. In the case 
of the larger plants, especially if they are to be operated con¬ 
tinuously, it is better to construct five beds so that two pairs 
of two beds each may be used alternately, leaving one bed, or 
twenty per cent of the total area, out of use. This will re¬ 
sult in an increase of but twenty-five iier cent in the rate of 
application of effluent to the four beds in use. 

With the usual rates of operation for contact beds, one filling 
per day of the beds will result, and, if the dosing of the beds is 
carried on as above and as described in the portion of this 
chapter dealing with the dosing of intermittent sand filters, 
but two siphons in the dosing tank, constituting double alter¬ 
nating siphons, will be necessary. Such an arrangement will 
eliminate the necessity of installing plural alternating siphons 
consisting of three or more siphons, the cost of which is not 
warranted in connection with small plants, since the double 
alternating siphons will insure proper operation of the beds at 
much less cost. Of course, in the larger plants where two beds 
are dosed at each discharge of a siphon, a larger siphon chamber 
is necessary with the two siphons, but the extra cost of a larger 
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siphon chamber would in most cases be more than offset by 
the increased cost of plural alternating siphons. 

The main oliiuent carrier from the siphon chamber to each 
contact bed should discharge into a half-tile carrier, with 
branches, laid on the surface of the contact bed, as shown in 
Fig. 46. 

Each contact bed should be provided at the outlet end with 
a “timed” siphon set in a separate chamber of two compart¬ 
ments, as shown in the drawing. The diameter of the timed 
siphons should generally be that of the next larger size than that 
indicated for the dosing-chamber siphons. As shown in the 
illustration, where only three beds are necessary, the third timed 
siphon may be dispensed with if arrangements are made to 
permit the use of one siphon for discharging either the middle 
or the outside bed on that side, and to permit the use of the 
other siphon for discharging either the middle bed or the bed 
on the other side. In such installations gates or valves must 
be placed on the outlets of the contact beds to prevent the filling 
of the bed that is out of use by back flow from the timed siphon 
chamber used to discharge the adjacent bed. 

The cost of contact beds is considerably greater than the 
cost of intermittent sand fdters, especially when sand of proper 
quality is available, but their construction is advised in many 
cases where sub-surface irrigation is not feasible, where the 
premises are subject to overflow or the ground-water level is 
high, and where it is not practicable to construct sand filters. 

In the following table are given the proper number of units 
or beds for contact fdters of different-sized installations, together 
with the required area of each fdter, the depth of the filter 
medium in all beds being four feet. The table also shows the 
<limensions of the siphon chamber adjacent to the settling tank 
and the diameter of the siphons necessary to discharge the 
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ei'fliient in proper volumes onto each contact bed, or each pair 
of contact beds. Where it is necessary to decrease the depth 
of the contact beds to three and one-half or three feet, owing 
to lack of operating head or fall, a propt)rtionate increase should 
be made in the area of each bed. 


TABi.t: V 

J'OR Use in Construci'ino C'dniaci' Bicds 


PcraoiiH 
Spi-vcd hy 

No. of 

Area of Kacli 
lied 

Wean Width 
and lamgth 
of .Sitihon 

Diameter 

of 

Kewer. 


(vSciuarc k'cet). 

{ 

liaiiih(‘r 

Kcct). 

Sipliona 

(Inelie.s). 

4 

3 

20 

3 

X 4.5 

5 

8 

3 

40 

4 

X 6.5 

5 

12 

3 

Go 

6 

X 7 

5 

J5 

3 

70 

6 

X 8 

5' 

25 

3 

KX) 

6 

X a 

() 

35 

3 

130 

7 

X 9 

6 

50 

3 

180 

8. 

5x 10 

6 

75 

3 

280 

10 

X n 

8 

I0<> 

3 

370 

12 

X 12 

8 

125 

3 

460 

12 

X 14 

8 

L5<) 

3 

550 

12 

X 16.5 

8 

175 

5 

390 

13 

X 14 

10 

2(X) 

5 

440 

14 

X 15 

10 

250 

5 

550 

15 

X 18 

10 

300 

5 

660 

17 

X 19 

10 

350 

5 

770 

18 

X2I 

10 

4(X) 

5 

880 

I8 

X24 

10 

450 

5 

990 

20 

X2I 

12 

500 

5 

nio 

20 

x23 

12 


Distance from 
R(«)f of Sett linn 
Tank to Top of 
Wall Ix'twcfm 
.Settling Tank and 
Sliihon {'Imiulgn" 
(Inches). 


12 

12 

12 

12 

16 

i 6 

l 6 

l 8 

l8 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 


In the above table, as in the previous tables, in indicating 
the height to which the dividing wall between the settling tank 
and .siphon chamber should be carried, allowance is made for a 
draught upon the contents of the settling tank at each discharge 
of a siphon of from four to eight inches. In the discussion 
relating to siphon chambers in connection with the description 
of intermittent sand filters will be found the neces.sary details as 
to the discharging depths of siphons of different diameters and 
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the necessary depths of the siphon cluimljcrs in which such 
siphons are to be placed, dlie construction of contact beds will 
naturally be approached with hesitanc}’’ l)y j)roperty owners 
and others not familiar with such work, and it is strongly recom¬ 
mended that where it is possible the services of a sanitjiry 
engineer l)e engaged to design and supervise the construction 
of a plant involving any considerable outlay, unless it is felt 
that the descriptions and directions given above have afforded 
a clear understanding of the design and construction of this 
type of sewage-disposal works. 

Sprinklino Filtkrs 

One of the more recently developed methods of sewage 
disposal, -the sprinkling- or trickling-lllter system,“has for 
its principal feature the thorough aiuiition of the settling-tank 
eflluent before its passage through the filter, d’his filter, like 
the contact filter, is of the rapid, coarse-grained type, but in 
its operation resembles the process of intermittent sand filtra¬ 
tion in that the sewage eflluent passes through the filter con¬ 
tinuously without being held in contact with the filtering 
mati'rial as in the contact l)ed. 'fhe aeration of tire sewage 
effluent, which very greatly aids the final process of nitrification 
or oxidation in the filter, is accomplished by spi'aying the sewage 
effluent over the surface of the beds through a series of riser 
l)ipes with nozzles, or allowing it to fall in line streams on dash 
l)latcs which cause it to sprinkle over the beds and thus to 
absorb oxygen from the air. 

Sprinkling filters produce an eflluent with a considerably 
less degree of purification than sand fillers, but may in general 
lie said to produce a more stable effluent, that is, one less liable 
to subsefpient putrefaction than the effluent from contact beds. 









1)4 PRACTICAL METHODS OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


Furthermore, with the usual depths of contact beds and sprin¬ 
kling filters, an area approximately four times greater is re(|uired 
to treat the same amount of sewage on contact beds than is 
necessary if sprinkling fillers are constructed. However, since 
the efiluent from sprinkling filters is much more turbid, neces¬ 
sitating, in most cases, subseciuent sedimentation liefore dis¬ 
charge; since considerably greater operating head or fall is. 
necessary; and since their operation reciuires much more super¬ 
vision, the construction of sprinkling (liters is not generally 
as advisable as contact beds for small installations, especially 
in cold climates. 

The construction of sprinkling filters as compared to contact 
filters differs principally in the size and depth of Hllering material, 
in the means provided for distributing the effluent over the 
beds, and in the arrangements for draining the filter. 

The depth of filtering material in a sprinkling filter is usually 
from five to ten feet, preferably not less than eight feet. The 
material for the filter is the same as that used for contact filters- 
but the fragments should be from one to three inches in diameter. 
Instead of a system of tile underdrains on the floor of the filter, 
a false floor of perforated tile, rectangular in section, or of half 
tile, circular in section, with drainage holes cut out along the 
sides, should be laid over the entire floor of the filter. As the 
settling-tank effluent is sprayed on the filter it passes down¬ 
ward between the spaces of the filtering material, and reaching 
the floor of the filter is collected in a main drainage channel, 
through which it passes to the outfall sewer, and thence to the 
final settling tank or into the stream. 

As with contact beds and sand filters, intermittcncy of 
application of the effluent to the filter is essential for proper 
fiction of the filter, and this is accomplished as in the other 
types of filters by means of automatic siphons placed in dosing 
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tanks. These tanks, however, are of special design in the case 
of sprinkling filters. Each siphon discharges into a main carrier 
of iron pipe which extends sometimes ovei the surface of the 
filter, but generally along the floor of the filter. The main car¬ 
rier has branch pipes of smaller diameter extending at right angles 
nearly to the sides of the filter. On these branches vertical 
riser pipes spaced about ten feet apart are connected, and these 
riser pipes extend a few inches above the surface of the filter. 
Nozzles are fitted to the ends of the riser pipes b} means of 



47—View of Sprinkling Filter at Danville, Pa., in Winter. 


which the sewage effluent, under pressure, is sprinkled, at short 
intervals, in the form of a fine, umbrella-shaped spray, over the 
surface of the filter. This results in. a thorough aeration of the 
effluent before it reaches the filtering material, and makes tffls 
form of filter very effective. 

In Fig. 47 is shown a view of a sprinkling filter at Danville, 
Pa., operating when the temperature was 14 ° below zero. ^ It is 
generally believed, however, that in cold climates it is advisable 
to house small sprinkling filters. 
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Owing to the ratlier c'omplicaled hydraulic features and the 
somewhat diflicult engineering principles involved in the con¬ 
struction and operation of sprinkling or trickling Jlllers, it is 
not deemed advisable to attempt to desi'ribe them in sullicitait 
detail to furnish directions for their construction. I'he design 
of a sprinkling-hlter system for snndl as well as for large installa¬ 
tions should always he entrusted to an engineer conversant 
with this line of sanitary engineering. It is believed, howevcT, 
that the descrii)tion of such fdtc'rs giv('n above will aid those 
who are about to install sewage-disposal i)lants in the selection 
of the type of plant best suited to their particular needs and 
conforming to the conditions peculiar to their situation. 

Summarizing the foregoing descrii)tions and directions with 
reference to sewage lilters, it may be stated that where natural 
facilities for dispo.sing of sewage by .simpler methods do not 
exist, the construction of a sewage illter of some one of the 
above described types offers a solution of every problem thus 
encountered. It is well to repeat that sub-surface irrigation, 
where feasible, should be adopted, and this will be the method 
indicated in a large majority of cases where small disposal 
plants are to be constructed. 

The principal point to be remembered in connection with 
sewage filters is that their construction is but a good beginning, 
and that their proper operation is very necessary to the .success 
of the undertaking, '.riiey constitute, with the developed 
bacteria in the filter, a rather sensitive mechanism capable of 
efficient work if properly handled, but each filter unit must 
be carefully operated and must be regularly given extended 
periods of rest for the restoration of the void or open-space 
capacity of the filter, and to provide for the necessary aeration 
of the filtering material. 

riie peculiar action which takes place in a filter in the reduc- 
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tion of sewage, and which is not even yet fully known, is best 
evidenced by the fact that sewage filters, especially of the 
coarse-grained type, do not attain their highest efficiency until 
after several weeks or months of operation. 

With a knowledge of these points, it will be seen that there 
should be little divergence from accepted standards in the 
construction and operation of sewage filters if they are to prove 
satisfactory when installed. 
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For many years it has seemed lo thouKhtfid persons that 
permitting sewage, either from single; houses or from larger 
communities, to be turned into streams was a mistaken politj. 
because of the waste of manurial elements involvtal It has long 
been understood that, in order to maintain the fertility of the 
soil, a constant application of fertilizers was necessary, and, 
while undoubtedly many farms arc managed without any such 
repeated applications, the more scientific and modern farmer 
believes to-day that the frec|uent and abundant use of fertilizer 
is the foundation of his success. 

In ordinary sewage then' exists a certain amount of fertilizing 
elements, d'wo prominent Fnglish chemists, not many years 
ago, proved by their analyses that in ordinary sewage there 
existed the essential elements of a good fertilizer to the value of 
$2 per year for each person contributing to that sewage. 
Other chemists, working at the problem in other ways, have 
reached about the same result, and there can be little doubt 
of their accuracy if the fertilizing elements alone are considered. 
In applying these figures to the sewage of a city the difliculty 
has always been that the fertilizing elements have been so 
thoroughly covered up with the large volume of water present 
in the sewage that it has been practically impossible to seiiarate 
them from the water. Thus, in a city of 100,000 persons, the 
fertilizer in the sewage might, indeed, be worth $200,000, but 
to realize this amount it must be separated from the '1:0,000,000 
gallons of water ■ ■a task wdiich is so tremendous, if not impos¬ 
sible, as to make the value of the fertilizer of no account. In 

98 
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those parts of the country where the water itself has a value, 
as in the irrigated lands of the West, the fertilizing elements 
of the sewage would be added to the value of the water, so that 
sewage used for irrigation would be worth not merely the value 
of the water alone, but also the value of the fertilizer present 
in that water. 

Another dilTiculty in making use of the combined water and 
fertilizer is that the large amount of water involves a large area 
of land and suitable soil, on which irrigation may be practised, 
in the immediate vicinity of the city. 'This combination of 
agricultural soil of suitable texture at a suitable price for farming 
operations is so seldom found that this in itself usually pre¬ 
cludes any application of the use of sewage for irrigation. 

In the case of the sewage from a single house, however, 
the possibility of making use both of the water and the fertilizer 
in sewage is not so difficult. Recent writers on irrigation have 
pointed out that, while irrigation of late years has made most 
headway in the semi-arid districts of the West, there are many 
opportunities for its successful and profitable utilization in the 
East, and Mr. Lute Wilcox, in a recent book on irrigation, says: 
“lire farmer who has a soil containing an abundance of all the 
needed elements in a proper state of fineness cannot but deem 
himself happy if he have always ready at hand the means of 
readily and cheaply supplying all the water needed by his soil 
and growing crops, just when and in just such ciuantities as are 
needed. Happier still may he be when he realizes that he need 
have no ‘off years,’ and he knows that the waters he admits 
to his fields at will are freighted with rich fertilizing elements 
usually fur more valuable to the growing crops than any that 
he can purchase and apply at a costly rate™-a cost that makes 
serious inroads upon the profits of the majority of farmers 
cultivating the worn-out or deteriorated soils in the older States 
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year by year. Fertilizers are already needed for the most 
proiitable ciiltnre (wr many fainis m lowti, .IMniiicsotaj Fastem 
Kansas, and Nebraska, in hlissouri, and in all States east of 
those named.” 

Perhaps the greatest nncertainty in the matter of farming 
is the available water coming from the tloiids. In uni. ^Dir 
the rainfall may come at the proper time to moistt'n the seial 
and to insure a rapitl germination. 1'liese early ruins may be 
followed by .showers at proper intervals to supply the little 
rootlets with the necessary moisture so that the growth of the 
plant may be constant and vigorous. Dining the iipening 
season the rains may be withheld so that the hai\est is insined 
under the most favorable conditions. In other years, however, 
the spring rains may lie so continuous as to cause the seed.s 
to rot, requiring a second sowing. I hen the rains may fail so 
that the seeds either fail to germinate, or at best produce scat¬ 
tered and imiierfect growths. At tlu‘ time of harvest storm 
may follow storm, so that the harvesting of those plants which 
have developed is made almost impossible. 

' Irrigation tends in part to correct these dilhculties, .since it 
furnishes the soil with the needed water at times when the lack 
of rain would cause an entire failure in future growth. Iriiga- 
tion, of course, cannot prevent rainfall, and it may be that 
after a copious soaking of the ground with the irrigating water 
a heavy rain may follow, resulting in an excess of moisture as 
bad for the ground as none at all. 'Hie possibility of irrigation 
cannot prevent excessive rains at the time of harvest, but the 
advantages of being able to control the soil moisture during the 
period of growth are more than enough to counterbalance any 
possible disadvantages. During the summer months evapora¬ 
tion is very high, the dryness of the air and the high temperature 
combining to draw moisture from the soil in considerable quan- 
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lity. Then, too, the plants themselves, while absorbing moisture 
from their roots, evaporate moisture through their leaves, 
and agricultural stations have made extensive studies on the 
amount of this evaporation from different plants. The teaching 
of it all is that the amount of water which can be utilized by 
the soil, not merely for the sake of the growth of the plants 
themselves, but to make up for the demands of evaporation, 
is very high. 

Mr. Newell, of the United States Geological Survey, points 
out that while the amount of water reciuired for raising crops 
varies according to soil and other conditions, yet a large quantity 
is required to maintain the soil in such a degree of saturation 
as to best promote the vitality of the plant life. He shows that 
for each ton of hay raised upon an acre, from three hundred to 
live hundred tons of water must be furnished either by rainfall 
or by artilicial means. In other words, since water covering 
an acre to a depth of one inch weighs about one hundred and 
thirteen tons, it would be necessary to cover an acre to a depth 
of from three to five inches if that acre produced one ton of hay. 
From actual conditions, he shows that it has been necessary, 
in order to produce five tons of barley hay per acre, to provide 
an amount of water which would cover the acre to a depth of 
twenty inches. Although his figures have special reference to 
the semi-arid regions of the West they furnish a guide for the 
amount of water which may profitably be used in addition to 
the rainfall, which, in the summer montlis, may be practically 
nothing even in the East. From three to six inches in depth 
each month is his estimate of the needed water for successful 
crop growing, the difference depending upon the character of 
the soil, more being required in sandy sqils and less where the 
texture is finer. 

The sewage from an ordinary household, on the basis of 
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30 gallons per head per day, junounts Lj iHo gallons per day, 
about 5,400 gallons per month, or 720 cubic feet. 'Phis amont-^|^ 
of water would cover an acre of grtnuid to a depth of a little Ic^ssi 
than one-fourth of an inch, and it is plain that in order to 
the sewage of a single house furnish tlu‘ necessary amount 
water for successful crop growing, the area retpured is otxty' 
about one-twelfth of an acre, or an area abt)Ut bo feet scpiaixu 


In the early days of the English experiments with the 
posal of sewage, great stress was laitl on the value of the manuri 
elements in sewage, and many tests were made as tt» the caparit y 
of various soils for absorbing the moisture present in sewa^o- 
One of the most enthusiastic advocates of this method of tlis- 
posing of sewage was Mr. J. Bailey Denton, who was able to 
act as engineer for many installations of various sorts. As a. 
result of his experience he came to the conclusion that wlaHo 
the area depended upon the character of the soil, and wlaile 
with the most suitable soil a very large amount of water mig^Ht 
be taken care of, under ordinary conditions it was safest to so 
design the works that no possibility of overloading the soil 
with water could exist. He places the limits of population., 
the sewage from whom would be cared for on an acre, between 
1,000 persons per acre and 100 persons per acre. More recent 
experience, together with constant observation of farms estnl>- 
li.shed in the early period of the practice, indicates that lUe 


higher value is too great, and that where agrieuliur;d pri)eesiseH 
alone are considered, 100 persons per acre is a suitable maximi t.itn 


value for irrigation on sandy loam, and that 40 persons |>er 
acre is a suital)le number where the soil is inclined to\vii.rcl 
density and line texture. Six persons in a household would, 
according to Mr. Denton, rtKiuire from one-sevenlh to uuo- 
seventeenth of an acre. I'he amount, indicated by the 
putations made earlier, indicated one-twelfth of an acre for 
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the same number of persons. The practical agreement of the 
two methods of computing the area necessary thus makes it 
possible to determine in cither way the amount of land needed 
on a given farm for disposing of the household sewage. 

The effect of sewage irrigation has been found to be most 
aslonishing so far as the increased yield of the soil goes. Some 
years ago, in order to determine just the effect of the addition 
of sewage to ordinary farm land, a certain field of five acres 
was divided into four eipial parts. The four fields were treated 
as follows: Field No. i received no sewage. Field No. 2 received 
six inches of sewage over its entire area on each of five successive 
months. Field No. 3 received twelve inches of sewage on each 
of five successive months. Field No. 4 received eighteen inches 
of sewage on each of five successive months. The following 
table shows the results of three successive years’ experiments 
at the sewage farm referred to at Rugby, England, the figures 
being the number of pounds of green grass cut from the fields. 

FIVE-ACRE FIELD 


WnilOVtT SUWAtiB. 

With Skwage. 

Lot i. 

Lot a. 

Lot 3 . 

Lot 4. 

20,Hi4 

11 ,of)9 

,53.244. 

62,514 

49.H,S1 

60,602 

77.299 

7B231 

73,SH 
71,766 
80,941 

Avt-r. 16,725 

48,536 

72,044 

76,434 


It will be noticed that, whereas without sewage the amount of 
green grass was about eight tons on an acre and a quarter in 
the field, from lot No. 2 twenty-four tons were cut, from lot 
No. 3 thirty-six tons, and from lot No. 4 thirty-eight tons. 
Evidently the amount of sewage applied did not proportionately 
increase the yield in lots 3 and 4, and it may be said that a 
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the same number of persons. The practical agreement of the 
two methods of computing the area necessary thus makes it 
possible to determine in either way the amount of land needed 
on a given farm for disposing of the household sewage. 

The effect of sewage irrigation has been found to be most 
astonishing so far as the increased yield of the soil goes. Some 
years ago, in order to determine just the effect of the addition 
of sewage to ordinary farm land, a certain field of five acres 
was divided into four ecpial parts. The four fields were treated 
as follows: Field No. i received no sewage. Field No. 2 received 
six inches of sewage over its entire area on each of five successive 
months. Field No. 3 received twelve inches of sewage on each 
of fivi^ successive months. Field No. 4 received eighteen inches 
of sewage on each of five successive months. The following 
table shows the results of three successive years’ experiments 
at the sewage farm referred to at Rugby, England, the figures 
being the number of pounds of green grass cut from the fields. 


FIVE-ACRE FIELD 


Wmioui Skwai;!!. 


With Sicwaoe. 


Litt I. 

Lot a, 

Lot 3. 

Lot 4. 

20,81..}, 

35,244 

6t),C)()2 

73>364 

iH,2()4 

62,514 

77 ,m 

71,766 

11 ,o()9 

49.«5i 

78,231 

80,041 

Aver. 16,725 

48,536 

72,044. 

76,434 


It will be noticed that, whereas without sewage the amount of 
green grass was about eight tons on an acre and a quarter in. 
the field, from lot No. 2 twenty-four tons were cut, from lot 
No. 3 thirty-six tons, and from lot No. 4 thirty-eight tons. 
Evidently the amount of sewage applied did not proportionately 
increase the yield in lots 3 and 4 } ^ 
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depth of sewage or water of more than twelve inches per acre 
has, in general, been found to be not merely unnecessary, but 
undesirable. The table does not show the number of cuttings 
made during the season, but the custom on the farm is to cut 
frct|uently, at intervals of perhaps two or three weeks, no time 
being given for curing the hay. 

I he crops suitable for growth on irrigated Helds have been 
found by experience to be grass and root crops, such as beets, 
turnips,, and the like. Mr. Wilcox, in writing of the recpiire- 
ments of dilTercnt plants, suggests celery as a garden crop that 
needs a great deal of water. Beets, carrots, parsnips, and turnips 
are favorite plants for irrigated Helds. Cabbage and cauli- 
flower are benefited by aliundant irrigation during the first part 
of their growth, but after the heads of the cabbage plants are 
half-formed, further excessive use of water is imdesiralile. 
The use of irrigating water in orchards has been practised with 
great success not only in the recent irrigation areas of the West, 
but along the Hudson River and in New England. The size 
of the fruit is increased by irrigation, and it is said that the 
bloom is much improved. 


Methods of Applying the Water 

In distributing the water or sewage over the soil in the 
case of a single house, no elaborate methods are retpiired. In 
the case of large farms supplied with sewage from a considerable 
population, elaborate systems of piping or open-channel con¬ 
duits are required, and the problem of working out and adjusting 
the necessary sizes and grades becomes a complicated matter 
for which engineering knowledge and experience are required. 
But for the small flow which comes from individual houses and 
from the small area involved, no such elaborate preparations 
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are required. The essence of the distribution consists in carrying 
the water onto the field to be irrigated at such a low velocity 
that no surface soil or valuable manures are washed awayi 
and in adjusting the volume of the flow and the reciuiicments 
•of the soil, there are three characteristic conditions which require 
different treatments. 

In the first place, the area may be practically level and the 
•crop raised may be either grass or grain. In such a case the 
sewage should be led onto the field which may properly be 
enclosed on four sides with a low, that is, six to twelve inches, 
earth-dike, and at each irrigation the held may be flooded 
about two inches deep. The next irrigation would probably 
not be required for a week, so that this method reciuires a num¬ 
ber of beds to be worked one after another and, except where 
the soil is very dense, so much so that percolation is very sliw, 
this method is not suitable because of the slow rate at which 
the sewage is delivered. 

Tiie second method of distribution, and one more suitable for 
the conditions under diseussion, is to lay out the held in parallel 
beds from three to six feet wide and from forty to one hunched 
feet long. These beds are separated by furrows into which 
the sewage is discharged. If the grade of these furrows is 
properly adjusted to the porosity of the soil, that is, made aliout 
six inches in one hundred feet for open, sandy loam, and about 
two inches in one hundred feet for line, clay loam, the soil will 
absorb the needed moisture as the sewage flows over it and 
there should be no ponding or excess of water at any point of 
the held. By dividing the held into three parts, or in arranging 
the flow of sewage so that it enters only two or three furrows 
at a time, the flow can be so changed from day to day as to 
furnish all parts of the area with the irrigating water, and at 
the same time not overload and choke the soil particles. On 
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the beds may be planted and grown whatever vegetables are 
desired. A good basis for determining the area and length 
of furrows required is to provide a length of thirty feet of furrow 
for each person of the household. The total length thus obtained 
should not, however, be made continuous, l)ut shoultl l)t‘ arranged 
in three parts, or in multiples of three, so that one-th'rd of the 
total length only may be used on any one day, the other i)arts 
serving for other days, so that a rotation is practised. 

Jhe third condition involves the application of the sewage 
to a steep slope, and this may be treated in either one of two 


Fig, 



48.—Distribution of Sewage and Arrangement of Check Levees 

Hillside. 


on a 


ways. The sewage may be led to the top of the hill and allowed 
to flow, for a short distance only, over the surface on which, 
presumably, grass is to be grown. If the length of the furrow 
is more than about a dozen feet, the flowing stream accfuires 
enough velocity to wash the surface and to form gullies. To 
prevent this, a secondary ditch or small bank is thrown up 
to arrest the flow. 'The water is led out again from behind this 

repeat the process further down the 
hill (see Idg, 48). If the slope of the ground is moderate, so 
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that there is no tendency of the water to form gullies, the 
water may be let out of the ditch at intervals and allowed to 
distribute itself over the field, as shown in Fig. 49. The water 
thus overflowing should be collected in a drain at the lower 
end of the slope, and will be found suitably purified for dis- 
cliarge into any running stream not used for drinking purposes. 
The occasional use of a shovel or hoe may be needed to change 
|the flow of the water over the field if it is found that any ten¬ 
dency exists for defi:nite channels to be formed. 



In order to plant vegetables on such a hill, small furrows 
may be made along the hill and laid out with great care so that 
the flow of sewage in the furrows shall be only at a slow velocity, 
so slow that the soil can absorb the moisture as the water 
passes along. By zigzagging this furrow back and forth down 
the hillside, vegetation on the hill will receive the benefit of the 
water, and if any of the sewage succeeds in reaching the bottom 
of the hill, it will be so purified that it may be safely discharged 
into any depression or watercourse there found. 
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In the case of orchards, irrigation is practised by Hooding 
the ground around the tree, l)eing careful, liowevcr, to throw 
up a mound of earth around the tree so that no water c'oines 
within two feet of the tree itself. Fig. 50 shows a Western 
method of forming square l)eds, each ])ed about twenty feet 
on a side, with one tree at the centre. Furrows Jirc,‘ also used 

to distribute the water, a com¬ 
mon practice followed being to 
have the furrow always under the 
extreme edge of the l\>liage, thus 
discharging the water in the vicin¬ 
ity of the lender rootlets of the 
tree. Usually the furrow system 
is carried only in one direction, so 
that the application of water by 
this method is not so complete as 
by the Hooding method. But for 
small volumes of water constantly 
applied, it is probably more satis¬ 
factory. Fig. 51 shows a grain field 
irrigated by the furrow method. 

In all cases where irrigation is 
practised, stress is laid by those 
experienced in the matter on the 
necessity of cultivation of the soil 
in connection with the irrigation. Apparently, there is a ten¬ 
dency for the surface layers, with the application of water, to 
cake or crust over the lower strata, thus depriving the soil of 
the necessary air. In order to break up this crust, the soil 
must be continually worked, cither by a hoe or rake or some 
sort of horse cultivator. Where the ground is shaded, as in 
the case of land covered with grass or grain,, the tendency to 
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Fig. 50.— Square Beds for Or¬ 
chards According to Some 
Western Practice. 
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i'rust is j]LOt so marked, but on cultivated land where root 
^re grown the cultivator must be used regularly 
uftei ^cLch irrigation. "Where the sewage is carried onto the 
lu'ld ii\ furrows, the soil in the furrow should be hoed at 
iiT(}UCi\-(;^ intervals, not only to break up the crust which de- 



Fig. 51.—Grain Field in Spring, in Process of Irrigation. 


prives the soil of the air, but in order to open the particles 
of soil for the reception of the irrigating-water. 

It must also be remembered, as has been pointed out before, 
that tlie success of any method of applying sewage to soil 
<lei)end.s upon the frequent change from bed to bed, the actual 
lime irtterval depending on the character of the soil. If the soil 
is fine, the same area may be used for a week at a time, and 
then given two weeks’ rest. If the soil is more open, this interval 


no PRACTICAL METHODS OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL 


should be reduced, and with very coarse particles it may ’be- 
found desirable to shift the flow from one bed to another after 
an interval of a few hours only. Experience and careful observa,- 
tion on the moisture-carrying capacity of the bed is the best 
guide to the operation of sewage irrigation. 

Whether or not this method of disposing of the sewage of 
a single house is to be selected depends largely upon the slope o f 
the ground from the house toward the garden. It is not desirable 
to have sewage exposed to the air in the immediate vicinity" 
of a dwelling-house. Rarely would any odors be generated to 
such an extent as to be offensive to the occupants of the house,^ 
since the sewage sinks into the ground before putrefaction of 
the organic matter sets in and the exposed material left on the 
surface of the ground is of too attenuated a type to become 
offensive even if it does putrefy before drying. There is, how¬ 
ever, the danger of odors being formed where distribution is 
imperfect and where pools are allowed to form in the furrow- 
There is also the danger of the transmission of disease germs 
from the sewage-irrigated field to the occupants of the house 
through the agency of flies. Health statistics of English farms 
show this danger to be a very remote one, since the health of 
the workman on those farms is as good or better than the 
average throughout England. But the possibility of infection, 
exists and must not be overlooked. 

No method of disposal requires so much and such constant 
care, although the results show in the improved yield from the 
farm. This method of broad irrigation is emphatically not the 
method to be used except where labor is adequate for proper 
soil cultivation and where tliis labor can be given constantly 
and ungrudgingly. Finally, it rhust be pointed out that care 
should always be exercised to prevent irrigating sewage cohiing 
in direct contact with any of the soil produce. Certainly .’sewage 
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Hboiild not be iwed to sprinkle over leltuee or celery or straw* 
berries, even if the yield is thereby iiiirreased. Undoubltslly 
any disease germs thus distril)Uted over the fruits and vegetables 
wouhl, through the antiseptic action of the sunlight and air, 
soon be destroyed, but the very inetlunl of irrigation is repulsive, 
and the danger, while slight, is suthcient tt) forbid that method 
of fertili/.ing. No statistics, lanvever, are available to show 
that cows eating sewage-irrigated grass are adverst*ly atlVettal 
in health, and for years the praetiee of thus pasturing rows 
has been carried on in England. For liuman beings, howt‘ver, 
vegetables grown in soil that isseparateil frtun the sewage l)y a 
foot or more is the safer as well as more aesthetic arrangement. 








CHAPTER VII 
ESTIMATES OF COST 


In order to estimate the cost of installing a Hcwagc-disposa! 
plant and of treating continuously the sewage from any resi 
dence, certain fundamental assumptions are always necessary 
In the first place, the unit cost of the manual laI>or wliitdi funns 
so large a part of the total cost of construction must he kmjwn 
for the particular time and place, and perhaps no item in the 
cost of construction is so important as this. In a great many 
small installations it may be excludeil altiigetlier, since all the 
hand work required is contributed l)y the Jiouseholder at such 
times as the other work of the place may allow, withtnit any 
additional cost.^ In other places, if a money value he placed 
on such labor, it may be expressed in tenns of the cost of a 
hired man whose rate 0/ wages, pai.l monthly, a.ldiiioi, |» 
board, would be always less than if wages were |,ai,l i„ 
aborers living at tlieir own homes. Again, in the smitherii 
part of the country labor may be had for *1.^5 a day, whereas 
m he central portion of the Unite.l States it is neemnry to ,,ay 
$I. 7 S a day, and in the extreme We.st from I3.00 to $>.00 a lav 

Lllow kbor r 1 

hat IS, at the rate of twenty cents an hour. If, in mhimbm 
the estimates of this chapter to any particular installation the ’ 

of labor c^r required work, then the item 

here i ohmmated. If other units than those 

med are suitable for^ the particular locality where 
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any plant is to be built, then the labor item must be modified 
accordingly. 

Material. The cost of material always varies very greatly in 
different parts of the country. This is partly because of different 
freight and other transportation rates between the factories 
where material is made up and the particular place where that 
material is to be used; and partly because the profits made 
by the middleman increase as the material gets further and 
further away from the centres of civilization. Thus, in a large 
■city six-inch sewer pipe may be sold in such large quantities 
that the freight rate is low and the dealer is satisfied with a 
small profit on each foot of pipe. In the country districts the 
dealer sells but little, and feels that he must have a larger profit 
to compensate him for the expense of keeping the material on 
hand. Thus, six-inch sewer pipe may be had at prices ranging 
from six cents up to sixteen cents per running foot, depending 
on the store from which it is bought. 

It is evident, therefore, that it will not be possible to name 
any unit price which will be generally apphcable, and it will 
be necessary for any intending builder to secure from local 
firms the unit prices from which his own individual estimate 
may be made up. The following discussion, however, will 
indicate the items comprising the necessary estimate, and will 
furnish an example by which the estimate sheet can be prepared. 

Laying Sewers and Drains .—The main drain from the house 
to the sewage disposal plant is of five- or six-inch pipe generally, 
the former being sufficiently large and a httle cheaper than the ’ 
six-inch pipe. The latter has. the advantage of size and conse¬ 
quent greater freedom from cloggmg. The cost of five-inch pipe 
at a store in a village of any considerable size should be ten 
cents per foot, and the cost of six-inch pipe Twelve cents .per foot. 

This pipe weighs twelve and fifteen pounds per foot respec- . 
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tively, and, with an ordinary wagon, fifty feet of six-inch pipe, 
weighing about eight hundred pounds, is a load; if four trips a 
day are possible from the residence to the store and if the cost 
of the team is estimated at $4 a day, each trip will cost |t, 
and each foot of pipe will cost two cents more for being hauled 
from the store to the grounds. 

In laying the pipe, cement and sand are necessary for joints. 
For both kinds of pipe there is required about one cubic foot 
of mortar for each fifty joints, the mortar being sufEcient to 
fill the joints and to make a collar or ring outside. In order to 
make this cubic foot of mortar, half a bag of cement and half a 
cubic foot of sand will be required. The cost of the cement out 
of the village store is about fifty cents a bag, although in a 
small place it may be seventy-five cents, or even one dollar. 
If one were buying cement in large quantities, a price as low 
as thirty cents a bag might be had. If the cement is delivered 
in cloth bags, a rebate of ten cents a bag is usually given if the 
bag is returned in good condition. 

The cost of sand is usually dependent upon the cost of hauling. 
It will require forty minutes to shovel one yard of sand into 
a wagon, or at twenty cents an hour it would cost about 
fifteen cents. The cost of shovelling sand through a screen 
depends upon the amount of material which has to be rejected, 
dnee only a certain proportion of the sand is available for all that 
is shovelled. The cost of this shovelling is again about fifteen 
cents per cubic yard of material shovelled, and if one-third of it 
IS coarse gravel which has to be rejected, one and one-half 
yards would have to be screened lor every yard of sand available, 
and the cost would, therefore, be twenty cents for screening, 
a total cost of sand in the wagon of thirty-five cents per yard. 

H four loads of sand can be delivered per day, with a cost of 
fifty cents per hour for team and driver, the sand will cost 
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Si umaunt being increased or 

{UHreaM’d if tlu* niunber uf trips per day must be made less 
ar more. 

Exiiivitlim, 1‘He ia»sl ttf excavation depends on the char¬ 
acter of the nuiterial and on the amount oE water present, the 
t'o>t of pumping or bailing the latter, if in large quantity, adding 
materiallv to the nM i»f shovelling. The material through 
\\hith the tmahes are tlriven may vary from a sand which can 
be sliovelh'd vvithiHit hutseuing. to solid rock which must be 
blasted, an intermediate ('ondition of soil being known as hard- 
pan and it'^ exiuvalion costing nearly as much time and effort 
as rock itNolf. If the m«I is sami. into which a shovel or spade 
can be pimhetl without any picking of the material, the cost, 
as already stated, will be alnnit tlfieen cents a cubic yard for 
{.hovelling, and if the excavation is in trench and not more than 
^ix feel di'cp. the entire trencli can be excavated for seven 
and a half cents a lineal foot. It is very unusual, however, 
to have i'onditiims so favorable that such a low price can be 
counleil on. If the material reiiuires picking, instead of fifteen 
cents a cubic vartl it will cost thirty cents a cubic yard, and a 
trench two feet witle ami six feet deep will cost fifteen cents a 
running fmit instead of seven and a half cents. If care is not 
taken at the start to throw the dirt well back, it will be necessary 
tt» re-hamlle the tlirl from the bottom of the trench, throwing 

it hack on the pih% ^ 

ciihir vani.dilifiKting on what proportion of the entire excavation 
has to he rediamlled. In the excavation for a tank, it is quite 

IMwisiblethitt the entire material may have to be re-handled anc 

the cost thus Im increased by fifteen cents a cubic yar . y 
ground is very hard, as when boulders and day are intermixed, 
it may ret}«ire twice as much time for loosening as for s ^ve mg, 
in whkh rase the coal of digging the trench will be forty-five cents 
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a cubic yard, or twenty-two and a half cents per lineal Lh)!, 
with five or ten cents added if the material has lt> be re handled. 

If the material is a loose sand or gravel, the treneli will 
probably require sheeting, that is, lioards or planks on eaeh 
side of the open trench with braces between, in order to prevent 
caving of the banks. If new lumlier has to be purchased for 
this purpose and its cost added to the cost of excavation, an 
additional sum per cubic yard or per lineal foot will he addetl, 
somewhat in proportion to the total amount of t*xt*avation 
to be done. Finally, if the soil through which the trench is 
being dug contains water, it may be necessary to havt* one or 
two men continuously pumping during all the lime that tlie 
excavation is going on, and this also will add to the cost pt‘r 
cubic yard or per lineal foot of the trench. 

Refilling may be done liy hand or may be done by a lirag 
scraper at the end of a rope, so that the team of horst.‘H may In* 
on one side of the trench and draw into it from the other sltle 
the excavated material Hus costs only five cents per cubic 
yard. If the dirt is thrown back by hand, the cost will be that 
of shovelling, namely, about fifteen cents per culuV yard. If the 
dirt has to be tamped in the trench, the cost will then he that 
of another man, and backfilling will often add thirty cents a 
cubic yard to the cost of excavation. 

As a summary, it may be said that excavation alone in earth 
may cost from fifteen cents to forty-five cents a cubic yard, 
and that backfilling may add to this from five to thirty cents 
a cubic yard, the entire cost, therefore, varying from twenty 
cents to seventy-five cents a cubic yard for excavation and liack- 
piing together. Nor is it possible to be more definite in explain • 
ing the proper price to put on excavation aince the character 
of the material and the nature of the excavation are of .such 
importance in fixing that cost. If the excavation is for a tank, 
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it is often possible to rig a derrick with a long arm on the side 
of the excavation and, by means of a bucket, transfer the 
excavated material from the hole to the bank cheaper than 
by repeated shovelling or by carr3dng out the dirt in a wheel¬ 
barrow. Wheelbarrow work is always expensive, the cost of 
transporting earth in a wheelbarrow a distance of fifty feet 
being about ten cents a cubic yard. Sometimes a horse may be 
used to great advantage to lift the bucket and operate the 
derrick in place of a hand-worked windlass, although the use 
of the horse is hardly worth while unless the excavation is more 
than ten feet deep. 

The excavation for the trenches of a sub-surface irrigation 
system cannot be estimated on the same basis as for a larger 
trench. More time is required proportionally in trimming and 
grading the sides and bottom, so that the cost per cubic yard 
is much increased. Thus, while such trenches contain about 
one cubic foot of earth per lineal foot, and on the basis of twenty- 
seven cents per yard would cost only one cent per lineal foot 
to dig, it is probable that, under ordinary conditions, this 
amount would be doubled. 

The cost of underdrains must be made up from the cost 
of the pipe used and the cost of the necessary excavation. In the 
bottom of artificial fiilter beds, the latter amounts to little or 
nothing. In natural fidter beds, the trenches are deeper and 
the cost of the imderdrainage depends largely on this excava¬ 
tion cost. The cost of the pipe varies from two to ten cents 
per foot, depending on the kind of pipe used and its unit cost. 

Rock Excavation .—^If the trench or the place for the tank is 
to be in rock, the cost of excavation is much increased. The rock 
must be drilled and blasting powder or dynamite used to loosen 
the material so that it can be thrown out later by hand. In 
ordinary rock, a man will drill from six inches to twelve inches 
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of hole per hour, that is, the hole will eost from teu to twenty 
cents per lineal foot. 'I'he depth of the Imlo tleterinines the 
amount of rock loosened per charge. If tlie holes are three 
feet deep, about one-third of a euln’c yard is loosened per hour, 
while if the holes are five feel <ieep, oia* cubic yard of ruck is 
loosened per hour. This iiulicates at oiu‘c‘ the economical 
advantage of deep holes compared with shallow one.s. In the 
first case, nine lineal feet of hole would have to be drilled in 
order to get one cubic yard of rot*k, nearly double the amount 
required where the hole is live feet d(‘ep. Usually the tiistanee 
between the holes is made. e(|iud to the depth of the holes, 
although in some rock the depth can, with advantage, be nnule 
greater than that distance. If the rock is very loose and seamy, 
deep holes may sometimes not be warranteil, Ijeeause the effort 
of the blasting is taken up by the loose roek in .sueli a way that 
the value of the explosive is not realised. Slmllower holes, 
more frequently blasted, utilize the explosive gases more com¬ 
pletely. 

The kind of explosive which may be used varies from slow, 
low-power black powder to rapid, high-power nitro-glyccrine, 
the many forms of dynamite and high-grade powder in use 
being combinations of nitro-glycerine with some absorbent. In 
most cases, ordinary blasting powder is suitable for rock excava¬ 
tion in small quantity. It lifts the rock rather than .shatters it, 
and is more convenient and .safe to handle. Idwly-pcr cent 
dynamite is to be reconimended wht‘re the roek ts very seamy 
so that quick-acting explo.sive is e.ssenlial, and also where the 
rock is very hard, so that black powder tends to blow out the 
hole rather than to shatter the rock. The cost of forty-per- 
cent dynamite is about twenty cents |)er pound, and the eost 
of powder is about twelve cents per pound. On the average, 

It may be assumed that it will require one pound of the former 
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and one and a half pounds of the latter per cubic yard of ordinary 
rock excavated. The cost of lifting the blasted material out 
of the trench will be at about the same rate as that of earth. 

Uncrcte, The walls of tanks made of concrete depend for 
them cost upon the c’ost of the material and the cost of the labor 
involved. It is usually more economical to use gravel as the 
basis (d the concrete if any is availal,)le, and in order that the 
product may be of good <|uality it is always best to screen this 
gravel, separiding it into sand and stone. The proper size of 
screen for this operation should be not greater than one-half- 
mch me.sh. ^The stone and sand can then be re»combined with 
the cement in the proportion of one inirt of cement to two and 
a half parts of sand to live parts of stone, this mixture making 
a W‘ry strong and impervious combination. The cost of this 
muxlure depends chielly on the length of haul for the gravel 
and on the natural grading of the material. If the proportions 
required for concrete exist naturally in the bank or stream bed 
from which the gravel is to be obtained, there is little or no waste 
involved in screening, and the only cost is that of handling the 
nniterial twice. If, on the other hand, the amount of stone 
is inade(|iialt‘, it may be necessary to waste a good, deal of the 
fme sami and enough material has to be shovLd to produce 
the re(|uired amount of coarse media. A.ssuming that the cost 
of shovelling the material from the stream bed is fifteen cents 
a cubic yard, and that the haul is two miles, so that four trips 
a day are made, then the gravel can be delivered where it is 
to be converted into concrete at a cost of one dollar for hauling 
and thirty cents for shovelling, while if the haul is only one mile, 

.so that eight trips a day cem be made, the cost will be eighty 
ttnts per tubic yard. If any waste of gravel is necessary, these 
costs will be increased correspondingly. 

At the site of the proposed plant the sand and gravel must 
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be mixed with the cement and carried to place. R has been 
found by experience when the mixing is done thonjughly and 
by hand, and when the resulting concrete can be shovelled 
directly behind the forms, that the cost of the mixing and placing 
is about one dollar per cubic yard of concrete. If the contrete 
has to be wheeled into place this cost will be added to. 

In order to make a cubic yard of concrete, it is necessary 
to have nearly one cubic yard of the coarse material, whether 
this be rounded stones from a gravel bank or anguLir stones 
from a stone-crusher. Seven-eighths of a cubic yard of stone 
may be safely considered as necessary for a cubic yard of con¬ 
crete.. To this must be ‘added three-eighths of a cubic yard 
of sand for a one to two and a half to five mixture. When this 
amount of stone and sand have been thoroughly mixed together, 
four and a half bags of cement should be added. Inasmuch as 
the variation in sixes of the individual particles of loundcd 
gravel is such that a dense concrete results naturally, it is (luite 
reasonable both to increase the amount of stone and decrease 
the amount of cement if that variation in sixe seems to be 
one which will produce a dense mixture. Ihus one cubic yard 
of stone, one-third cubic yard of sand, and four bags of cement 
may be used and will, under favorable conditions, result in a 
good concrete. In order to determine whether this latter com¬ 
bination is permissible on any particular piece of work, a test 
may be made by thoroughly mixing the materials together in 
the proportions named and testing the volume of this mixture 
(B) in a box of measured dimensions. Then the same volumes 
mixed together in the former proportions (mixture A), and 
tested in the same box will show the relative value by occupying 
either more or less space than the other mixture (B). If less, 
mixture A is a better one, and should be used, if more, then 
the latter mixture, B, is the better one. 
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I he amount of water re(|uire(l for mixing concrete depends 
upon the temperature of the outside air as well as upon the per¬ 
sonal ideas of the perstm in charge of the mixing. Some builders 
like wet concrete and some like dry concrete. It should be 
«otice<l, liowever, that wet concrete is cheai)er because it rcc|uires 
little or no tamping. Wet concrete, however, should l)e spaded, 
that is, a spade forced down into the mixture, particularly 
against the forms, so that particles of air caught between the 
stones may escape, and so that there may be no pockets between 
the stones into which the lic|uid cement mixture does not pene¬ 
trate. It is genenilly considered that about fifteen per cent of 
the volimu' t»f ctmerete is the necessary volume of water for the 


mixture. 'Phis amounts to thirty gallons, or a barrel of water, 
to ti }ard of toncrete, although the sizes of barrels vary, and a 
cement barrel would not be large enough, and a road-oil barrel 
would be too largo. 


The cost of forms depends, again, on the cost of material 
and on the cost of labor. Rough lumber varies in price frorni" 
twenty to forty dollars a thousand feet, board measure, de-- 
liveredon the grounds, and the cost of framing and placing it ' 
varies from eight to twenty dollars per thousand, depending 
tin the skill of the carpenters and on their daily wages. In order 
to e.stimate the cost of the lumber required for building false 
work, it is best to determine exactly the amount of lumber 
required, and get the price from a lumber yard on that quantity. 
Ordinarily, it is safe to say that a carpenter in building forms 
will be able to saw and nail In place 250 board feet per day, so 
that, knowing the amount of lumber to be used and the wages 
of the carirenter, it will be easy to determine the cost of the 
forms a.H first set up. They may be taken down and removed for 
the purpose of re-assembling in another place for about half the 
cost of placing originally, and by carefully arranging to build the 
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forms in panels or sections, they may be removed by a carpenter 
at the rate of 4,000 or 5,000 board feet per day. 

Valves .—^In connection with a sewage-disposal plant, valves 
are essential at many points. At the entrance to the several 
parts of the settling tank, flap valves are suitable to admit or 
keep out sewage from the several compartments. Gate valves 
are used on the by-pass lines and on connecting lines between the 
tank and the filter beds in order to be of service when it is 
occasionally necessary to clean the beds. More simple valves 
may be used in manholes where a diversion of the flow is required 
and where perfect and complete water-tightness is not essential. 
These valves may be made of plank, sliding up and down in 
grooves left in the concrete walls for that purpose. Sludge valves 
may be made to fit in the bottom of the tank, and depend for 
their water-tightness on the weight of the valve itself with the 
aid of a rubber packing which is placed between the valve and 
its setting. The cost of these various kinds of valves cannot 
be given exactly, since their cost depends upon freight and 
profit of the various commission men through whom the valves 
are ordered, but, generally speaking, they will be found to differ 
but little from the costs given in the following table: 

TABLE 

Flap valve as shown in Fig. 16... ^2 00 

Gate valve (iron bearings) for 6-inch pipe (Fig, 13). 20.00 

■ Gate valve (bronze bearings) for 6-inch pipe.. . ’ 30 00 

Sludge valve as shown in Fig. 10.' qq 

Iron slide valve as shown in Fig. ii. 15 00 

Dosing Devices.~Dosm% devices referred to in Chapter III 
are usually purchased directly from the manufacturer, and while 
their cost varies a httle, depending upon the cost of freight, 
an ordinary smgle automatic siphon may be estimated at I15 
the difference in price varying a little with the different makes 












ESTIMATES OF COST 


123 


of siphon. If an alternate discharge is required, then two siphons 
must be installed, by means of which alternate intermittency 
is secured, the variation, however, being only from one to the 
other and back again to the first. If a plural alternate discharge 
is to be used, the cost may be estimated roughly for a 6-inch 
siphon at from $50 to $75 for each unit, this price including the 
necessary piping but not the cost of setting. 

Filling Material .—^Artificial sand filters require a sand of 
uniform size and one free from dirt. These two requirements 
add very materially to the cost of sand, since it is almost impos¬ 
sible to find a natural sand which fulfils the necessary require¬ 
ments. A few sections of the country are fortunate in having 
sand in the vicinity suitable for filtration purposes without 
any washing or screening. Such parts of the country, however, 
are limited to those where sand has been deposited by glacial 
action, and is essentially silicious in character. It is hopeless 
to expect to find suitable sand in the centre of New York State, 
for example, and even with washing and screening, sand in this 
locahty is far from being desirable. It will be found, further, 
that after this undesirable sand is washed and screened the 
cost of the final product is so great that it is usually cheaper 
to use broken stone either as a filter or as a contact bed. 

Washing sand in small quantities is done by throwing the 
sand into a channel through which water is passing, the sand 
being retained by a‘series of low partitions in the channel. 
If the water enters the box or channel through a pipe at the 
bottom, frequent entrance holes being provided along the sides 
and bottom of this pipe, the sand is kept in a state of suspension, 
the dirt’ more readily washed out, and a much smaller amount 
of water used. The cost of shovelling the sand into the washer 
and again out of the washer, about thirty cents per cubic yard, 
must be added to the original cost of the sand. The cost of 
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water, if pumped by huiui ur by steam, will be aluiuf ten rentn 
per cubic yard tjf sand cleaned, making the tust alnmt 
forty cents per cubic yard. If only three bnirtliN id t!ie mnvashetl 
sand is available fur use. then the ciint tif the liiial priabiet 
is a little less than fifty cents per < ubic ynrtf. ’riie .sunl before 
being brought to tlu‘ washt'r will liuva* been sifted at an athli 
tional cost of perhaps thirty cents per cubie yartl. llanling 
from the ]>ank to the washer, tsr from the washer ttt the site of 
the disposal works, tir both, if the water stipply ret|uires the 
washer to be placed at some tiistam e from the sand laiiik, will 
add from fifty cents to one dollar a yartl t(» tin* ctists alreatly 
indicated. It may generally he assunual that it will he im» 
possible to pul sand into an artifieial filter ft»r less than I1.50 ii 
cubic yard, and it may easily cost $^.50 a yartl if the sami hank 
is at considerahlt; distance frtim the site of the works. 

Broken stone in mo.st parts of the ctmiilry ran now be bought 
from a stone-crushing plant. If roatl eonslructlon has been in 
progress in the vicinity, the contractor for the wtirk has ht‘en 
obliged to open a (|uarry ami set up a crushing umlsst reening 
plant, and it will generally be possible tt) Iniy brtiken sttnie 
from such a contractor at abtnit fifty centH |ht eublc yard. 
Ihe cost of hauling and the cost t»f slmvelling inttj the Ijetls must 
be added to determine the cost of the stone in place, .^oinelime.s 
it is cheaper to bring the stone from a distiincc by rail, such stone 
costing about $1,25 at the railroad HtcUlon. 'riien the cost of 
hauling and shovelling must be added. It will be noticed that 
the cost of stone does not differ materially from the cost of sand, 
and since the amount of stone needed is only about onc«c|uarter 
of the sand needed, it Is generally cheaper to build a stone bed. 
The purification, it will be remembered, however, la decidedly 
inferior. 

Finishing.-—There is always some slight expense necessary in 
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ihiishing atKi rlraning up after any piece of construction work. 
MatiTial lc‘ft over has to be hauled away, and in order to leave 
the plant in an attractive dress, seeding or sodding the earth 
sltjpes is desirable. It is even desirable to plant shrubbery 
anniwi tin* edgi^s of the beds, partly as a screen and partly to 
ininiini/.e tire olfensive suggestions which seem to be inseparable 
frisin any plant dealing with sewage. The cost of these final 
improvements may be as little or as much as the owner and 
builder t booses, but it is urged that their value should not be 
overlooked. 

The following table is given as a guide and help in putting 
together the various items that make up the total cost of a 
sewage- disposal plant, Each line should be carefully considered, 
and if the item mentioned is to be used or paid for, the amount 
in the tost column should be filled out. 


table of items on which TO BASE ESTIMATE OF COST OF 
SEWAGE-DISPOSAL PLANT 


Exematim mi 


*rrrnrhe» ia wialy w»ili nhallaw tU*oth.. . 

" " «Oft 

•* *' woidy '* tUvp cut 

'* ” util! " " “ 

Tank, druth anti wjB <luly conwdered.... 

filter bedi (ttdditional 


.at 


ciwO . ■ , — ..* '* 

Trr»irhe» f»r »uh-Mirfi«? line*...„ 

" " undrrdraiM .... 

** iludgedliptwal... 


No. of 
Units 


Cost 



H *1 


“ Hn. ft, 

44 It 


II 


SMr/Ming and Finishing 


Surlife ioll pliced. ... 

Gravel in walk*. .... 

Flowmind •hrubbery ... 


.at.... per sq.yd. 

<< n . 

Total amount. 
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TABLL Ol-' ('«KT. Cimitnu^,!. 


N»* I »f 
Cuii'i 


i 'itt{ 


Concrdt Work 


Manholes on pipe lines. .at e.n h 

Settling tank, bottom, sides ami roof.** }«*ji ti,vd 

Dosing tank, in addition to Heft ling tank *' " 

Manholes on .sul)-.snrfaee lines.. 

Concrete in contuet In'tls or lilt et’s " 

Concrete in protection wall at end of mit fall " " 


!*ipe Litirs | 

5- or 6-inch tile pipe (laid), honw tti dinpowl I 

plant. at j«Tttn. ft, 

6 - inch pipe lusetl in diaptfsal plant, laid , *’ " " 

6 -inch pipe from plant to outfall.'* ” ” 

6 -inch pipe for .sludge lint*. " 

6-inch pipe for main umlertirain.. , ” " *' 

3 - inch agricultural tile in Mub-Murface dispo^d " '* " 

4 - inch agricultural tile in underdralnH ** . " •* 

6 -inch specials, bends, teen, etc., in udditiem l«t 

cost of straight pipe.. " each . 

3-inch specials, bends, tee.s, etc., in athlition to ! 

cost of straight pipe.. ’* ’* 

Cast-iron pipe,.... . . " per lit 

Cast-iron specials, beiuls, etc,.... . ... ** ' 

Wooden troughs for surface dimribu- 
tion, in place...,.. . ., at jmr i««w ft. H.M. 


Filter Mo ter mi 

Gravel filling around sub-surface tile, itlaced. , at 
Sand filling for artificial filler beds ,., . , . . 
Broken stone for contact beds or for filters, . , , 
Broken stone for sludge beds....... . 


iwcu.yd 

H It 

*1 H 


Valves 


Gate valves, Fig, 13,,, 
Flap valves, Fig. 16.,. 
Slicle valves, Fig. n ... 
Wooden slide valves.., 
Sludge valves, Fig, 10.. 


Shovels, long or short handled. 

Picks.... 

Wheelbarrows, wooden or steel 
Sieves for screening sand and gi 
Saws, hammers, and axe*. 


.Id , . , each.,.,. 

t) tl 

M U 

t* H 

*1 U 


sit 

H 

ti 



H it 

Total imount 


I 

i 
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TAHI.I-: OF COST 


Ctmtiniml, 


of! 

! Units I 


{‘it'4 


Lumlh'F 

Fur anti hraianij: rttsinh linn* ^ 

Iht. ... .... .at .... finr inooft, B.M.. 

I'iir ftirnihinr fnnt'jfit* W!«k, siwhI. .... ..j 

Ftir rnnwayn, hiaging ami inixiiiH S 

hnartlx, plank..." " '* i 

lltmlwarf 

Nailsfnr forms, Paging, ntr...at . .. pt‘r itinllw. 

BtiUst>rwirffnrntHUTftt<fi»rms. . .." lt> 

Iran H'ttrA* 

Manholfframfsantl t-nvcrs.at .... pnr lit..... 

Stops ftir manhnlt'H. . . 

Siphatn 

Fltishing siplmns for tlnsiitg tank...at .... campletf,, 

Timoti stphons fur implyingrnMtiift bods.. " . . ** 


Total..... 
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In none of the installalions is this ejctt'ssivc in rtmiiKiristm 
with the benelltH receivetl, ant! it slaniltl nut la* rtnisitlfreti a 
burden to expend thisahunint of time in maintaining mj imptir 
tant a part of the househo!d eetuHimy as tin* dispohul t»f tlu* 
household wastes in a sanitary manner. It must not !n‘ forgotten, 
however, that nt) sewageolisptssal plant is exempt frt»m on iihitatal 
break-down or acckient.s, tmd tluU there must be ti t'oiihtant 
supervision exercised. 'Fhis .supervision should not retpilre much 
more time than above suggested, Imt should be exereisetl ftir 
the purpose of correcting irregultir Hows or distribution before 
the value of the plant is utterly destroyed. 




Diseaie, tranimlsiion of, by iniecta... ^ 

Doiing aptmratui, Antonia automatic..... 43 

three kimla of.......*. 53 

Drains pi|« from settling tank...... 36 
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